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“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”


                                 Romans 8:226-27
“Christian, how do you know you will still be a believer 

when you wake up in the morning? And every morning till

 you meet Jesus?”                                      --John Piper
Romans 8 presents a compelling argument for the topic that Piper raises with this provocative question––   Doctrine of Assurance
The Doctrine of Assurance answers 2 questions––
*Q 1: is salvation secure (or can it be lost)?

*Q2: can I know that security. . .can I experience it?
How do we answer this 2nd question–– with Romans 8
(Paul explicitly affirms the certainty of salvation by framing  

    Romans 8 with it––

    “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ      

         Jesus.”

     “. . . (nothing) will be able to separate us from the love of God in  

        Christ Jesus our Lord.”     
 (Romans 8 is centered on the relentless intervention and  

     intercession of the Holy Spirit in my life.
Making the Right Connection
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.”

Romans 8:26
=’likewise’ – ‘similarly, in the same way, in like manner, just as’

         -“likewise” (ESV, KJV)
-“in the same way (NIV, NASB)
=a connecting word ​ joins together what follows it with what 

      precedes it . . . it connects to and continues a thought. . .
-but what thought?
We have 2 options––
*Paul is continuing the same thought from vv. 23-25 –

       (just as the hope of our adoption keeps us pressing on  

           patiently (enduring suffering)––
       (so also. . .likewise. . .in the same way the Spirit helps us to  

            press on
*Paul is actually backing up to Romans 8:14ff––
  -it’s not that Paul is continuing with the ‘suffering’ argument. . .  

  -he’s actually giving us another line of proof for assurance in  

       that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us not in our suffering 
       but in our human condition –– in our overall weakness!
The Spirit Confirms Our Identity (vv 14.25)

  =the Spirit bears witness that we are Sons of God – (v. 16)
  =our great hope and longing is resurrection –– to be like Him

The Spirit Conquers Our Infirmity (vv. 26ff)

  -the word ‘weakness, or infirmity’ –– is used 3 times in NT ––

       *a specific sickness or bodily disease

       *of physical imperfection or weaknesses of the body

       *moral or spiritual weaknesses and defects

  -even in our redeemed state – we’re still morally, spiritually   

      weak–– there is a spiritual ignorance (so much we don’t  

      understand that we should!)

  -and the one defining proof of it – our prayer life!
       “ . . the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 

            pray for as we ought…”                
“Enduring in faith is not owing to our first profession of faith the way health is owing to a one-time vaccination. Enduring faith happens because the great physician does his sustaining work every day. We keep believing in Christ not because of antibodies left over from conversion, but because God does his life-giving, faith-preserving work every day.”

John Piper
