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“And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them,  ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?’ ”                                               
Mark 8:34-36
   “When the Christian church is comfortable and cultural, 

      she tends to be weak. When she is uncomfortable and 

      countercultural, she tends to be strong. I believe the latter is 

      how she was meant to be.”                     -Brett McCracken
“If you are a Christian, you are not your own. Christ has bought you at the price of his own death. You now belong double to God: He made you and he bought you. That means your life is not your own. It is God’s . . . There is a warning. The path of God-exalting joy will cost you your life . . . it is better to lose your life than to waste it. If you live gladly to make others glad in God, your life will be hard, your risks will be high, and your joy will be full. This is not a book about how to avoid a wounded life, but how to avoid a wasted life. Some of you will die in the service of Christ. That will not be a tragedy. Treasuring life above Christ is a tragedy . . . You have one life. That’s all. You were made for God. Don’t waste it.”             -John Piper, Don’t Waste Your Life
In Mark 8— Jesus confronts the crowd with this very challenge!
=Jesus tells them (us) what it really means and what it really 
     costs to follow Him!
The Serious Call to Lose Yourself
“And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them,  ‘If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”                            Mark 8:34
The call to follow Jesus is a call to follow on His terms not mine!
 (I was created to live with a single, transforming passion, to 

       bring glory to God by seeing, enjoying, and displaying His 

       excellence in every facet of life— the biggest hindrance to 
       doing this is ME
       The call is serious because the consequences are eternal

   “. . .Bearing a cross after Jesus became a symbol of willingness 
       to endure pain, shame, and persecution for His sake and 
       His cause.”                       William Hendricksen 
The Sensible Call to Lose Yourself

“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.”                   Mark 8:35
=it makes sense (in the words of Jim Elliot) to give up what you 
       cannot keep to gain what you cannot lose~

   *The Cross is a paradox— death produces life!

   *Embracing the paradox of the cross is the sensible thing to do!

   *Losing your life for the sake of Jesus is the only way to really 

        have a life that lasts

“Following Christ is not one’s golden ticket to a white-picket- fence American dream. It’s an invitation to die, to pick up a cross. Christians are those who give themselves away in love and sacrifice to advance a kingdom that is not of this world.”
-Brett McCracken

The Satisfying Call to Lose Yourself

“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?’ ”                                               Mark 8:36
=the ultimate satisfaction in life is to live for the purpose you 

     were made for
=you can gain everything the world has to offer and miss the very 

     reason for your existence— to do that is to waste your life!
“Magnify the Father why bother with something lesser

   He made us so we could bless Him and to the world confess Him.”  -

                                                                                   -LeCrae Moore
