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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 102: Working the Plan (part 3)
Romans 8:29-30
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“For those whom he fore-knew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”
            
Romans 8:29-30
  *it’s one thing to affirm the plan—‘repentance toward God and 

        faith in the Lord Jesus Christ’ (as Paul puts in Acts 20:21)

  *it’s an entirely different matter to rest in the process!
How do I know that His salvation will never fail? 
  =Romans 8 is how I know 

  =Romans 8 tells me that God is Working the Plan (His Plan)
‘The Plan’ is indicated by the words: ‘according to His purpose’
     =God’s purpose for the Believer is that we— be like Jesus!
The Promise of the Plan Starts with God
The Perspective of the Plan Requires a Long-Term View 

The Problem of ‘Good’ Must Be Understood
The Particulars of the Plan Are Revealed (vv. 29-30)
5  glorious words define the ‘HOW’ –  how I can be certain that the One who started it all will finish what He starts!
    *Foreknew – ‘for those He foreknew…’

    *Predestined – ‘. . . He also predestined . . .’

    *Called – ‘…those He predestined He also called…’

    *Justified – ‘…those whom He called He also justified…’

    *Glorified – ‘…those whom He justified He also glorified…’
These 5 words explain Romans 8:28—   

These 5 words confirm the certainty of Romans 8:28 
“God loves Jesus so much that He is determined to have many more people like Him. Not that we become divine, of course. Nothing in the Bible teaches that. But rather that we become like Him in His many communicable attributes: things like love, joy, peace, holiness, wisdom, patience, grace, kindness, goodness, compassion, faithfulness, mercy, and other qualities.”





-James Montgomery Boice
Link 1: Foreknown— God Set His Affection on Me
“For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined…”    

Romans 8:29a
=the word— PRO (before) + GINOSKO (knowledge), ‘to know 
     before’— the assumption is made that the word means nothing 
     more than that God knows beforehand what will happen

 =BUT—that’s not what Paul is saying here—
     *Paul is not saying that God knows what people will do

     *Paul is saying that God knows people
         (Paul is not saying that God foreknows what people will 

                do before they do it and then choses them based on that 

         (Paul is saying that God foreknows people
              =there is no mention of faith or doing anything

It’s not that God foreknows what I will do— rather, it’s that 
God foreknows me!
*in the Old Testament – to know is “to love” in the sense of ‘to 

       know one intimately’
*God’s “foreknowing” in the context of salvation is God 
      ‘loving’ or better God ‘setting His love, His affection upon 
        a person or a people’ –
    “Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O people of 
       Israel, against the whole family that I brought up out of the land of 
       Egypt: 2 ‘You only have I known of all the families of the earth; 
       therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.’”     Amos 3:1-2

Acts 2:22-24
To foreknow is God setting His sovereign, gracious, extra-ordinary love upon those He would redeem.
