M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 103: Working the Plan (part 4)
Romans 8:29
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“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he fore-knew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”     Romans 8:28-29
How do I know that God’s salvation will never fail? How do I that He will finish what He has started . . . that in difficult//
disturbing//deadly events God will not abandon me? 
   “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for
   good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”    Romans 8:28
God’s ultimate purpose for you (for me) as followers of Jesus 
is that we— will be like Jesus!
“He also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son.’     Rom 8:29
The Particulars of the Plan Revealed (v 29-30)
    “…there is a golden chain of salvation, which is carried on 

        from link to link, till the purpose of eternal grace do end in 

        the possession of eternal glory…”             Thomas Manton

Link 1: Foreknew — God Set His Affection on Me
“For those whom He foreknew…”     Romans 8:29a
*Paul is saying that God knows people . . . He choses people
    =the basis of God’s foreknowledge is His divine will and 

            pleasure not any one’s merit
    =and even more amazing…He does so ‘before the foundation 

            of the world’  [Ephesians 1:3-4; Revelation 13:7-8]
   =God’s foreknowledge is God setting His sovereign, gracious, 
            extraordinary love upon those He would redeem.
Link 2: Predestined— God Set Me on a Determined Path
“. . . he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”                Romans 8:29
The one God sets His affection on He also sets on a specific path!

 =the word is pro-oridzo – we get our word horizon from it
 =pro-oridzo is to set the boundary beforehand

In His sovereignty, God has determined my destiny—He has 

     set me on a pre-determined path…that path is to be like Jesus!
Predestination simply means that God has determined my end 

and my end is Jesus! God has determined that one day I will be like Jesus!

Let’s be absolutely clear about something— this whole idea of 
    ‘foreknown and predestined’ is more about Jesus than it is 
    about me!
“… predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that He 
(Jesus) might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
 =doesn’t mean that we participate in the being of the Trinity
 =it means that God makes us to be morally like His Son— 
      -He sanctifies us . . . He makes us holy . . .
      -every day I’m becoming more and more like Jesus in that 
          I begin to love what He loves – and hate what He hates
      -and I will continue in this direction until I die  
But there’s more to this than life here . . .much more—
      “Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also 
         may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.    

         11 The saying is trustworthy, for:

            If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
              12 if we endure, we will also reign with him;
             if we deny him, he also will deny us;
              13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny       

           himself.”                                 2 Timothy 2:10-13
   ‘that He (Jesus) might be the firstborn of many brothers’
   -the end of our predestined path . . .is to be glorified with Jesus 
   -the only proper response— absolute humility, the highest of 
        praise, and the deepest devotion and obedience!
