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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 104: Working the Plan (part 5)
Romans 8:30
June 20-21, 2020
“And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”    
Romans 8:30
“When it comes to the architecture of promises, there are not any bigger buildings than Romans 8:28. This structure is absolutely staggering in its size. It is massive. The infinitely wise, infinitely powerful God pledges to make everything beneficial to his people! Not just nice things, but horrible things, like tribulation and distress and peril and slaughter . . . If you live inside this massive promise, your life is as solid as the rock of Gibraltar. Nothing can blow you over inside the walls of Romans 8:28.”                 -John Piper

The Particulars of the Plan Revealed 
Link 1: Foreknew — God Set His Affection on Me
Link 2: Predestined— God Set Me on a Determined Path
Link 3: Called— In Time, the Gospel Changed My Destiny
“And those whom he predestined he also called…”
 Romans 8:30a
 -those 1st two words (links in the chain)—foreknew, predestined 

      are “past” actions—from our perspective, in how we actually 
      experience it) they take place in the past…in eternity past
 -but ‘called’ is a present tense reality . . . in time, He called you

           “The call of God is the historical application of His 
             eternal predestination.”              John Stott
To be “called” (in Romans 8:30) means that God overcomes 
     my hatred of Him, my foolish rebellion against Him, and He 

     draws me to Christ by means of the Gospel, creating in me 
     both faith in Him and love for Him where there was once a 
      heart of stone
We need to understand the two Calls of Scripture
The Undeniable Call to Follow Jesus – a general call to all men

    -an open invitation to all men everywhere to repent and 

         believe the Gospel

    -the Great Commission is a charge every Believer has been 

           given to issue this undeniable call to follow Jesus
          *Matthew 28:19-20     *Matthew 11:28     *Matthew 16:24

         “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried    

           out, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink…”   
                                                                          John 7:37

  (left to himself, a fallen, lost man (woman) will always reject   

     the undeniable call to follow Jesus—
     ‘And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
      people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works   

      were evil… 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that 
      it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  
John 3:19-21
 *The Irresistible Call to Faith in Jesus – a specific call to those 

        who are foreknown and predestined
    “And those whom he predestined he also called…  ”Romans 8:30a
    =Paul is describing the specific, inward call of the Holy Spirit 
        whereby He calls, woos, wins, and draws you to Jesus Christ 
    =this is the saving, effectual call of God  . . it is the invitation 
        which also gives you the ability to respond
“In the New Testament the terms for calling, when used with reference to salvation, are almost uniformly applied, not to the universal call of the gospel, but to the call that ushers men into a state of salvation and is therefore effectual.”    John Murray
Rom 1:4b-7    Rom 11:28-29    I Cor 1:9    Eph 4:1-4    2 Peter 1:3-11
2 Places in the Gospel where Jesus illustrates this—
   *the Parable of the Wedding Feast (Matthew 22)
   *the Resurrection of Lazarus (John 11)
One last word: it is critical that we preach the Gospel— the effectual call comes through the general call! 
