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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 105: Working the Plan (part 6)
Romans 8:30
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“And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”    
Romans 8:30
God is Working the Plan (His Plan . . . His Purpose)
Link 1: Foreknew — God Set His Affection on Me
Link 2: Predestined— God Set Me on a Determined Path
Link 3: Called— In Time, the Gospel Changed My Destiny
   *The Undeniable Call to Follow Jesus –  

      -open invitation to all men everywhere to repent and believe

      -and yet— most reject this call!  
  *The Irresistible Call to Faith in Jesus – 
      -an internal – specific call that is NOT rejected 
“You must picture me alone in that room in Magdalen, night after night, feeling, whenever my mind lifted even for a second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestly desired not to meet. That which I greatly feared had at last come upon me. In the Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, that night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England. I did not then see what is now the most shining and obvious thing; the Divine humility which will accept a convert even on such terms. The Prodigal Son at least walked home on his own feet. But who can duly adore that Love which will open the high gates to a prodigal who is brought in kicking, struggling, resentful, and darting his eyes in every direction for a chance of escape? The words ‘compelle intrare’, ‘compel them to come in,’ have been so abused by wicked men that we shudder at them; but, properly understood, they plumb the depth of the Divine mercy. The hardness of God is kinder than the softness of men, and His compulsion is our liberation.”           -C.S. Lewis, Surprised By Joy
Link 4: Justified — In Jesus the Standard Has Been Met
“. . . and those whom he called he also justified . . .”    Romans 8:30
Justification is that act whereby God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ declares a believing sinner to be ‘righteous’ on the basis of the person and work of Jesus Christ.
4 descriptive statements regarding ‘those He called He justified’:
The Source of Justification is the Grace of God

“There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”                Romans 3:22b-24

The Ground of Justification is the Work of Christ

“God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of His blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate His righteousness . . .”                            Romans 3:25
 =Salvation is a gift bit it is NOT free!

 =Justification is only possible because there is a basis, grounds 
     for it— the ground of justification is the work of Christ
        “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
          in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”       
2 Corinthians 5:21
(The ground of our justification is Jesus Christ, obedient unto 
      death in my place!
The Means of Justification is Faith in Christ

“God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of His blood—to be received by faith . . . (He is) just and the One who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”           Romans 3:25-26
   (Faith is believing what God has done for me and freely 
         receiving what He offers to me
The End of Justification is Union with Christ

  =Paul develops this point in Romans 5
“Nothing so robs us of the joy of salvation and assurance, as the failure to realize the full content of ‘justification.’ Justification is not only forgiveness; that is preliminary. If you are justified, you are ‘in Christ’, incorporated into Him, a part of Him. And that, as Paul points out, implies and involves our ‘adoption’ as children of God, sons of God, and all that follows from that…”                      -Martyn Lloyd-Jones
