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“And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.’”        
                                                                                    Luke 11:19-20
The Miracle that Revealed the Existing Conflict – Luke 11:14
The Reaction that Verified the Conflict— Luke 11:15-16 

 *the initial reaction of many— ‘they marvel’

*the religious reaction
        “But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of 
      demons,”                                Luke 11:15
 *the skeptical reaction
    ‘while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven.’  (v. 16)  
 Jesus’ Answer to the Conflict   Luke 11:17-23
(Jesus’ answer, reduced to its simplest form, is this— you 

         obviously have not thought this through!
    -your ‘thinking’ is superficial at best….
    -non-existent at worst . . .

    -and certainly contradictory as heart!
(how so? 
  The Principle: a divided kingdom (house) will fall (can’t stand)

  The Problem:  they accused Jesus of casting out Satan in the 

                              power of Satan (v. 18)
       -(v. 19) He points out that their own sons (Jewish exorcism) 

                were doing the very thing He did! 
           =if He was working by the power of Satan and they were 

                doing the same thing--- What’s up with that?
  The Point:  (v. 20) 
     “But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the 
        kingdom of God has come upon you.”        Luke 11:20
    (Jesus is referring to something said by the magicians of 

          Pharaoh – in Exodus 8:19 with the 3rd plague (gnats) the 
          magicians could not duplicate it— they said to Pharaoh, 
         ‘this is the finger of God’
            -meaning:  this is, in fact, God’s doing!

  =we’re living in a Romans 1:21 world—
       “they became futile in their thinking and their foolish hearts 
      were darkened. Professing themselves wise they became fools”
The Great UnReason of 2020: The 'Curious, but Quite Authentic, Inability to Think': Remembering Hannah Arendt (by Jack Kerwick) 

“However monstrous the deeds were, the doer was neither monstrous nor demonic, and the only specific characteristic one could detect in his past as well as in his behavior during the trial and the preceding police examination was something entirely negative: it was not stupidity but a curious, quite authentic inability to think.”                  Hannah Arendt
With Jesus— it’s “either or” . . .

 *I’m either with Him . . . Or . . . I’m against Him
2 Things Jesus Tells Us About the Devil—
The Devil Is Strong . . . He Controls this World
   =everyone apart from Christ is under the dominion of Satan 
Jesus is Stronger . . . He has Conquered this World
“But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his plunder.  23Who-ever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.”                           Luke 11:22-23  
Jesus is the dividing line!   
   *you are with Him – He has set you free . . .OR
   *you are against Him – under the dominion of the evil one

