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“And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.’”        
                                                                                    Luke 11:19-20
“The church is in the enemies sights and this battle is ongoing . . . we define spiritual warfare as the ongoing battle between the church and the devil and his forces, with the church standing in the armor of God, defensively resisting the devil, and offensively proclaiming the gospel in a battle already won.”   
                                            -Church Lawless/ Bill Cook 
*First, this battle today is primarily between the devil and the 

          church 
*Second, the battle is ongoing though it’s already been won 

*Third, daily victory comes not by some magical or mystical 
       approach to warfare, but by daily following Christ                       
 (the conflict between Jesus and the religious authorities is a 
     microcosm of the spiritual conflict of the ages!
The Miracle that Revealed the Existing Conflict 
The Reaction that Verified the Conflict
The Answer Jesus Gives in Light of the Conflict 
The Principle: a divided kingdom (house) will fall (can’t stand)
The Problem:  they accused Jesus of casting out Satan in the 

                              power of Satan (v. 18)
The Point:  (v. 20) 
So— here in Luke 11:17-20 – Jesus shows the absurdity of their 
    charge that He is anything like Satan— in fact, the reality is that 
    in Jesus the Kingdom of God was in their very midst!
2 Things Jesus Tells Us About the Devil—
The Devil Is Very Strong . . . He Controls this World
“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe.”                              Luke 11:21
 =Jesus is illustrating Satan’s dominion over fallen humanity—

     --the Devil is the ‘strong man, fully armed, guarding his 
             house and possessions’ here in this parable!
     --Jesus isn’t saying that if you’re not a Christian then you’re 
            demon possessed . . . what He’s saying is that everyone 
            apart from Christ is under the dominion of Satan! 
=So with this parable of the strong man—Jesus is clear: 
   *the Devil is strong!

   *the Devil has dominion – he rules // controls this fallen world

    -3 times in John Jesus calls him ‘the ruler of this world’

               John 12:30-33       John 14:29-31       John 16:8-11
    -Paul calls him, ‘the prince of the power of the air’ (Eph 2:1-3)
    -Paul also calls him— ‘the god of this world’ (2 Cor 4:3-4)
        =he has been given power and authority to rule here!

        =BUT— his is a limited rule—

Jesus is Stronger . . . He has Conquered this World
“But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his plunder.”                           
Luke 11:22
=v. 22 completes the parable – the stronger man (Jesus) strips the    

       strong man of his armor and plunders his house!

=An Important Implication—
  -the Kingdom of God is NOT on the defensive! 
  -His kingdom is on the offensive— it’s advancing! 
(Jesus is the dividing line— there is no mistaking who He is or what He stands for . . .

