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“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25 And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.’”                                                                             Luke 11:24-26
=the ongoing reality of ‘spiritual wickedness in heavenly places’     
     “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
       against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
       darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”                  
Ephesians 6:12

Here's what we’ve seen—

The Miracle that Revealed the Existing Conflict 
The Reaction that Verified the Conflict
The Answer Jesus Gives in Light of the Conflict
=shows us who He is (vv. 17-23). . . 
     The Principle: a divided kingdom (house) will fall (can’t stand)

     The Problem:  they accused Jesus of casting out Satan in the 

                              power of Satan (v. 18)
     The Point:  (v. 20) 

         “But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the 
          kingdom of God has come upon you.”        Luke 11:20
 “There's a very serious danger in endeavoring to live your life   

    according to Judeo-Christian values without salvation.  Reformation 
    without transformation puts a person in a very, very dangerous 
    position . . . I suppose the greatest illustration that we know anything 
    about in human history is the Pharisees.”    J. MacArthur
(what we see in vv. 24-26 is, in essence, a warning to that effect
“We must feel, in reading these fearful words, that Jesus is speaking of things which we fainting comprehend. He is lifting a corner of the veil which hangs over the unseen world. His words no doubt illustrate things which existed in the Jewish nation during His own time of ministry but the main lesson of His words concerns us. It is the danger of our own individual souls. There is a solemn warning to us here never to be satisfied with religion reformation without heart conversion.”





-J.C. Ryle
This is a sobering application of the words Jesus had just spoken about gathering or scattering – being with Me or against Me
  =morality apart from regeneration actually scatters rather than 

         Gathers

  =a moral reformation apart from spiritual regeneration is to be 

          against Jesus NOT for Him!

 =making a decision for Jesus without living for Jesus is an 

         invitation to damnation— it is opening the door for a 

         condition in which “the last state is worse than the first”  

“There is no safety except in conversion. In thorough Christianity to lay aside open sin is nothing unless grace reigns in our hearts. To cease to do evil is a small matter if we do not also learn to do well. The house must not only be swept and whitewashed, a new tenant must be introduced or else the leprosy may again appear on its walls. The outward life must not only be garnished with the formal trappings of religion, the power of vital religion must be experienced in the inner man. The devil must not only be cast out, the Holy Spirit must take his place. Christ must dwell in our hearts by faith. We must not only be moralized, but spiritualized. We must not only be reformed, but born again. Jesus is teaching us that conversion is more than mere external, moral renovation. It is a heart which has been changed and transformed and softened and given new and eternal life by the work of the Gospel by Jesus Christ.”                            -JC Ryle
     (Reality check: Mary the mother of Jesus was in fact a 

              blessed woman— but the primary reason was not that she 

              bore Jesus but rather that she ‘heard the Word of God and 
              she kept it.’

   =Jesus must come and remove the strong man and taking up 

