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“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is bad, your body is full of darkness. 35 Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.”   
 Luke 11:33-36
Luke 11:33-36 is a continuation of the aftermath of Luke 11:14ff
When the religious leaders demand a sign what they imply—

    =You haven’t done enough to convince us—

    =You haven’t given us sufficient evidence—

    =the real problem lies outside of us .  . . if you would just give 

            us more light – we have a ‘light’ problem!
‘Be careful lest the light in you be darkness’
  =basically:  you have enough light . . . your problem in not 

         light, your problem is sight

The primary target of these words is the religious leaders…
       “But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 
         18 and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are 
         instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that you yourself are a 
         guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an  

         instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the 
         embodiment of knowledge and truth—”   Romans 2:17-20

Paul is describing their own perception of themselves—

   -‘light to the blind . . . guides with knowledge of the law of God 
   -and yet before them stood the Light of the World // the very 

        embodiment of that Law—and their response: ‘You haven’t  
        give us enough light!’
So right on the heels of Jesus chastising their demand for a sign—

He challenges them— He warns them— with the absolute of 

    absolutes:  light and darkness
  =Paul uses this self-evident absolute of darkness and light as a 

      tool to show us a profound spiritual Reality— the problem is   

     not the light . . . the problem is the sight!  (Ephesians 5:7-13)
A Common Illustration

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light.”              Luke 11:33
(Jesus makes an obvious point—

      *you’d never put your lamp on a stand in the middle of the 
          room to light the room and then put a basket over it! 
      *if you had a Greek house you wouldn't light the lamp and 
         then take it downstairs in the cellar. 

(The whole purpose of lighting a lamp and putting it on a stand 

       in the middle of the room is so that you can see!
A Curious Application (v. 34)
“Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is bad, your body is full of darkness.”   

 Luke 11:34
(This is the point Jesus is making — they want a ‘stronger light’ 
     =the demand for a sign is a demand for more light! 

     =but there’s a problem— It’s not about light – it’s not about a 
          sign— the light was everywhere, the signs were everywhere

(but blind people cannot see it 
(you only see the light (or the sign) if you have ‘healthy eyes’

A Cautionary Exhortation
“Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness.”






Luke 11:35
  =American Christianity is filled with darkness masquerading as 

      light!

A Culminating Promise (v. 36)
“If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.”      Luke 11:36    

