M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 108: Just Judge, Guilty Sinner (Part 1)
Romans 8:33-34
July 18-19, 2020
“Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”                                               Romans 8:33-34
“What then shall we say to these things?”   (v. 31)

   -is an invitation to a right understanding of the ultimate 

       implication of redemption— which is, I believe, about 

       security, assurance, and right understanding of Sovereignty

Paul answers ‘what can we say’ with a series of 5 questions— 
“If God is for us, who can be against us?”   (v. 31)

“How will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?”    (v. 32)

“Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?”   (v. 33)

“Who is to condemn— that is, who could possibly condemn us?”  (v. 34)

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”   (v. 35)

“We must bear in mind that it is dangerous to say confidently ‘God is for us’, as religious fanatics have shown all too plainly through the centuries in their perpetration of innumerable horrors out of an arrogant conviction that they are completely right and others are completely wrong. But it is dangerous also to avoid it. Paul has been writing about a God who, in order to bring salvation to sinners, works all things for good, foreknows them, predestines them, justifies them, and glorifies them. It would be wrong to say anything less than that that God is ‘for’ sinners who are objects of such love.”





-Leon Morris
Question 3—“Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?”   (v. 33)
  =with this 3rd question Paul reinforces his argument of vs 31-32, 
      with an illustration from the courts (forensic illustration)
     -who can bring a charge against us…

     -who can condemn us…  
      *Paul’s argument makes perfect sense if it ends @ vv. 28-30
      *as a matter of fact— the message of those verses is perfect!

      *BUT— remember I said Paul tends to be thorough…

      *which means he wants you to be overwhelmed with a sense 
           of God’s love for you and assured of His grace— that He 

           is for you in ways that transcend your comprehension

The Root of Our Consolation – What the Father Has Done
“Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.”






Romans 8:33
 -who can justly accuse ‘the one chosen by God’? 
 -who can bring a ‘charge’ against one justified by God Himself?

=BTW— accusation will come . . . remember: the chief enemy of 

       of the Believer (of the child of God) is the Accuser!
    “And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is 
       called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was 
       thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
       him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation 
       and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
       Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown 
       down, who accuses them day and night before our God.’”                    
Revelation 12:9-10
God is the Supreme Court of the Universe!
“For the Lord God helps Me; therefore I am not disgraced; therefore I have set My face like flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 8He who vindicates Me is near. Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other. Who has a case against Me? Let him draw near to Me.
9Behold, the Lord God helps Me; who is he who condemns Me?





Isaiah 50:7-9a
Paul takes these words about Messiah (about Jesus) and he 
applies them to you and me!
  =Jesus doesn’t have to get God on my side by convincing Him 

      of anything— Paul is saying that God is already on my side!
      -Paul's explicit emphasis is that the Father IS the Justifier
 =the point of Romans 8:33— the deck is stacked in my favor!
  -the Judge is My Father and He has already justified me!
