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“While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in and reclined at table. 38 The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash before dinner. 39 And the Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not he who made the outside make the inside also?’”                                                    Luke 11:37-40
The Pharisees were supposed to be the good guys…they were the religious leaders…the spiritual mentors…they set the example—

So what happened? How did the Pharisee become the ‘bad guys’?
  (pride . . . power . . . bred self-righteousness and hypocrisy

The greatest danger the church faces today is the ‘way of the Pharisee’— a theologically informed, religiously active, morally conservative people with a heart far from God!

“…of all the evils in the world, of all the sins in the world… our Lord knew that religion was the worst — false religion — and especially false Judaism and false Christianity. And that's why the severest eternal judgment will be rendered for the religious who perverted the Old Testament and the New Testament.”                     -J. MacArthur 

  -Religion: a human being’s relation to that which they regard as 

                   holy, spiritual, absolute, sacred, divine or worthy of 

                   especial reverence. It is also commonly regarded as 

                   consisting of the way people deal with ultimate   

                   concerns about their lives and their fate after death

=religion often blinds people to Biblical truth
=the religion of the Pharisees was an empty deception: no love for 
      God, no genuine righteousness, no real repentance— but a 

      great love for self and self-serving religious practice! 

4 Characteristics of a Modern Pharisee

More Concerned about Outer Appearance than Inner Godliness
“The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash before dinner. 39 And the Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not he who made the outside make the inside also?”         Luke 11:38-40
   Ritual can never make you righteous . . . but it can make you 
    self- righteous IF you do not understand that substance is more 
    important than the symbol— that the internal is more important 
    than the external!

    Christians must know the difference between the Law of 
    God and personal preference!
More Concerned about Your Little Rules than God’s Big Ones
42But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.”                     Luke 11:42
(the POINT: they measured their spiritual condition by  

       something they were able to do (something tangible) all the 

       while neglecting something far more important 
More Concerned about Reputation than Real Holiness
“Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.”                          Luke 11:43
=they were driven by what people thought of them!

=a Pharisee: cares what others think more than what God thinks
Spiritually Dead Inside and No One Knows
“Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without knowing it.”                         Luke 11:44
(a stinging rebuke— Jesus is saying their hypocrisy corrupted 
      everyone with whom they came into contact 

The only remedy for hypocrisy is the Gospel
The only remedy for modern Phariseeism is the Gospel.

