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“One of the experts in the law answered him, ‘Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also.’”                                   Luke 11:45
Jesus is an equal opportunity offender!
Truth offends the immature and the ignorant!
First— who are these ‘experts in the law’? 

  =they were what we would call today OT scholars, theologians
 =they were educated in – trained in – specialized in the Torah

 =for the Jews of Jesus’ day, the OT was God’s law for every day 

        Life . . . in order to help people follow that law, certain men 

        gave their life to (devoted their life to) understanding, 

        interpreting, and applying the law to life

=they were also called ‘scribes’…Luke 11:53
    -we see the origin of the ‘scribe’ in the OT

     “Now after this, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son 
        of Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah . . . son of Eleazar, son of 
        Aaron the chief priest— 6 this Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a 
        scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the Lord, the God of Israel, 
        had given, and the king granted him all that he asked, for the hand of 
        the Lord his God was on him.”                Ezra 7:1-2, 6
    -all scribes were originally priests who were skilled in copying 

        and preserving the Law— 

    -but over 1,000+ years, they went from ‘copyist’ to ‘expert in 
        interpretation’ (and beyond Levitical heritage)
 
Beware of Your Legalism

“Jesus replied, ‘And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.’”                          Luke 11:46
  -in their study of the law (of the Scripture)— as they 

       explained and applied it— they came up with all kinds of nit-

       picking rules that the people had to follow in order to rightly 

       obey the law of God 

  -the result:  tradition became equated with the law…
  -Reality— they were adding fallible human regulations to the 

         infallible word of God – the ‘rules’ (traditions) actually 

         distracted you from the law itself and its real intent!

 -Or to put it another way:  what the scribes said was more 
        important than what the Scripture itself said!

  (The Christian faith is a Gospel to believe not a law to keep
Be Warned of Your Rebellion     Luke 11:47-51  
=Israel had a sad and checkered past when it came to the way she 

     treated the prophets sent by God!
       -God gave His word through men He sent (prophets)

       -Israel killed the men sent by God!

       -in killing the men, they were killing the word!

=Jesus is the greatest of the prophets…the ultimate prophet

      -what are they going to do to Him?
=The way they would treat Jesus and the men associated with Him 

     would prove what they really were!
Beware of Your Deprivation – you hinder the kingdom
“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.”                                              Luke 11:52  
=they were depriving people of Truth that leads to life
=they themselves were outside of the Kingdom and preventing 

       any from entering

(Jesus was harsh to these religious leaders—

    -but there was a mercy in His harshness
    -His words were intended not only to warn others about them 
        but to warn them 

