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“In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’” 
      Luke 12:1
“I learned that very often the most intolerant and narrow-    

 minded people are the ones who congratulate themselves on 
 their tolerance and open-mindedness.”    -Christopher Hitchens
“Crocodiles are easy. They try to kill and eat you. People are 
 harder. Sometimes they pretend to be your friend first.”





               -Steve Irwin
A Sober Warning about Hypocrisy
“. . . he began to say to his disciples first, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’”                     Luke 12:1
What in the world was so important to Jesus that made Him turn away from the crowd and to His disciples?  =hypocrisy!
      
   *Jesus is very much concerned that His own disciples not 
      be infected by the leaven of the Pharisees!

The Fruit of Hypocrisy
“…‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’”     (12:1)
3 key words—

*Disciples—

    (this temptation is not unique to the Pharisees!

*Leaven— (yeast) works its way through dough//makes it rise
  -it spreads…cannot be contained…infiltrates…contaminates 

       everything it touches!
  -beware of the permeating, fermenting influence of false religion
    A religious leader whose life is fundamentally hypocritical has   

    nothing to commend to the people of God but hypocrisy.


*Hypocrisy— word for ‘actor’ (to wear a mask…not what the 
     surface suggests!)
=False religion is deception. It is all lies and hypocrisy— 
    -pretending to know God
    -pretending to know truth
    -pretending to do good, and to do right to please God 
The Future of Hypocrisy
“Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed or hidden that will not be known. 3Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops.”                                            Luke 12:2-3
=the future of hypocrisy is exposure!

   -the Bible put this same principle this way in the OT—

     “But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, 
         and be sure your sin will find you out.”       Numbers 32:23 
So— what’s the solution to a desire so strong in you to worship 
    something other than God while on the outside looking like 
    you’re worshipping God?
  =the only thing that can beat that desire, is a greater, purer desire
  =the only thing that can beat that fear is a greater ‘fear’!
Why ‘fear’ God? (Luke 12:4-7)
  *God will uncover what is hidden (vv. 2-3)
  *God will punish hypocrites in hell (v. 4-5)  
  *Nothing escapes His knowledge (vv. 6-7)

‘Nothing whatever, whether great or small, can happen to a believer, without God's ordering and permission.’   JC Ryle

