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“Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”                                               Romans 8:33-34
“(Paul) is anxious that we should be certain of our position beyond any doubt whatsoever. He leaves no stone unturned, he leaves no argument untouched or unconsidered. He knows that we ourselves are ever ready to conjure up possibilities; and still more, he knows that the enemy of our souls is always ready to trip us, to discourage and depress us, and to try to rob us of our confidence and ultimate assurance. So in order to help us . . . he considers every imaginable and conceivable difficulty and objection.”


Martyn Lloyd-Jones

What can we say then— Paul answers with a series of 5 questions designed to show you just how secure you are in Christ!
  “If God is for us, who can be against us?”   (v. 31)
  “How will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?”    (v. 32)
  “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?”   (v. 33)
Question 4— “Who is to condemn— who could possibly condemn us?”   
The Root of Our Consolation – What the Father Has Done    
The Ground of Our Confidence– What the Son Continues to Do
=this 4th question takes us back to Romans 6—

“For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”                     Romans 6:20-23
=notice the language— ‘slaves of sin’ . . . fruit . . . death

                                        ‘slaves of God . . . fruit . . . life

 =POINT:

     --you are a slave…I am a slave— either a slave of sin or a 

           slave of God

     --both produce a specific fruit (metaphor for the ultimate end)

       *enslaved to sin is condemnation— it leads to death (eternal) 

       *enslaved to God is confidence— it leads to life (eternal)

AND here’s the key— Paul ties it all to Jesus Christ Himself—

     *6:23b— the free gift of God…eternal life…Jesus our Lord

     *8:34—  Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who 
               was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
              interceding for us.”                                               
How is it possible to have confidence that salvation is secure… that I cannot mess it up and God will not give me up?
Four words of confidence—
*Jesus died for me— Christ Jesus is the one who died
    -this costly justice of God secures you
*Jesus rose again— more than that, who was raised
     -the vindicating resurrection of Jesus Christ
     -God’s great declaration that it really is finished!   
*Jesus ascended— who is at the right hand of God
  -the phrase right hand of God alludes to Psalm 110 
     “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand until I make 
        your enemies a footstool.’”           Psalm 110:1
  -it also assumes the return to His former status (John 17:1-5)
  -Hebrews 1:3 and Hebrews 10:11-14

*Jesus intercedes for me— who indeed is interceding for us.”
   -Hebrews 7:23-25
   -Jesus continues to secure the benefits of His death on my 

       behalf

‘There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus’ is the very essence of Christianity.
