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The Ambassador
2 Corinthians 5:11-21
August 15 - 16, 2020
“Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others . . . 14 For the love of Christ controls us  . . .  20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,
God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”                      2 Corinthians 5:11a, 14-15, 20
The future of the church in America is tied to deliberate,
intentional discipleship and consistent, persistent evangelism.
The Gospel is the means of both discipleship and evangelism—   

   faithful Believers faithfully living AND proclaiming the Gospel!
  “There is no magic in methods, not even in theologically impeccable 
    methods. When we evangelize, our trust must be in God who raises 
    the dead. He is the almighty Lord who turns men’s hearts, and He 
    will give conversions in His own time. Meanwhile, our part is to be 
    faithful in making the gospel known, sure that such labor will 
    never be in vain. This is how the truth of the sovereignty of God’s 
    grace bears upon evangelism.”                -J.I. Packer
Ambassador — an authorized representative of a Sovereign 
  power who speaks, not in his own name, but on behalf of the 
  Ruler that he represents. 
The Ambassador’s Specific Message
 “For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.”         2 Corinthians 5:14-15
  (the Gospel in one single powerful statement—perhaps THE 
      best one sentence summary of the Gospel ever . . .
       “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him   

          we might become the righteousness of God.”               2 Cor 5:21
*Jesus took my sin…the consequences of it…punishment for it
*And He gave me His perfect righteousness
    =the Gospel changes you!
    =you no longer live for you . . . you live for Him— the One 

              who for you sake died and was raised!
The Ambassador’s Simple Mission 
“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”     

                                                                          2 Corinthians 5:18-19
(Reconciliation – to bring together two warring parties with the 

           goal of bringing peace 

The most pressing need—the greatest need you have is to be reconciled (made right…restored) to the One who created you!

The Ambassador’s Superior Motivation

 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others . . . For the love of Christ controls us . . .”         2 Corinthians 5:14
There is no greater motivation for the Gospel that love!
    “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
           who has been given to us.”     Romans 5:5

    “God demonstrates His love for me in that while I was a sinner, 

           Christ died for me.”    Romans 5:8
    “greater love has no one than this…that a man lay down his life 

           for his friends.”     John 15:13 
The love of Christ controls the disciple of Christ!
“Here was the source of this miracle of love that can forgive enemies! Suddenly, I could understand the story of the American girl whose parents had been slain. Their prayer must have been the prayer of Christ . . . The young girl’s love for the Japanese must be the answer to the prayer of her parents. This too would explain the transformation of Jake DeShazar’s life! I am not ashamed to say that my eyes filled with tears. Immediately, I accepted Jesus.”               Mitsuo Fuchida
