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“And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God, 9 but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God.”         Luke 12:8-9
A Sober Warning about Hypocrisy (vv. 1-3)

“Being a hypocrite has far more serious implications, eternal ones.  Religious hypocrites who pretend to know God, who pretend to have spiritual truth, who pretend to know the way to conquer death and enter heaven, spiritual hypocrites who pretend to be good, pretend to be holy, pretend to be righteous, pretend to speak for God, to represent God, pretend to have some power over evil that others don't and pretend to have the ability to convey all that to those who will follow them.  Those kinds of hypocrites are the most dangerous liars of all because they do not have what they say they have.  They are not what they say they are.  They do not do what they say they do.  And they cannot give what they say they can because they do not have what they say they have.”      
 





-John MacArthur
A Serious Word about Fear (vv. 4-7)
“Fearing God is far from popular these days. If people are looking for God at all, they are hoping to find a more user- friendly deity. They no longer worship God with reverent trembling, not even in church. Instead they worship with casual triviality. But Jesus said that God is to be feared. He is to be treated with respect and awe, because He holds the power of eternal judgment.”                     Phillip Graham Ryken
  
A Spiritual Wisdom about Confession (vv. 8-12)
=by ‘confession’ I mean publicly acknowledging your allegiance 

     and loyalty to Jesus in word as well as in deed
=confession, in this context, is not just about lip but life as well!
=here in Luke 12:8ff— links together in inseparable fashion honor 
    of the Father with honor of the Son— and He does so in such a   

    way that there’s no mistaking the implication
    --you simply cannot deny the person and work of Jesus and 

         simultaneously ‘honor God’

    --you cannot truly believe in God while denying Jesus as God!

    --IF you deny Jesus (will not confess Jesus) you are in fact 

         rejecting God— how so? 
      (because Jesus is the One who reveals the Father!

             Hebrews 1:1-3
             John 5:19-24
     --God is only known through Christ and God is only honored 
          when Christ is honored.
How important is it that I ‘confess’ Christ?
  (Jesus states that if I am unafraid and unashamed of Him so 
       that I stand up for Him in this world NOW then He will stand 
       up for me before His Father THEN!

(true salvation comes only to those who honor Christ—

  -to honor Christ is to acknowledge all that’s true about Him
  -to honor Christ is to listen to all that He says—  
     =to ‘deny’ (arneomai) – to disown, to reject.  
     =you cannot honor the Father (God) without honoring Jesus!
“The duty of confessing Christ is incumbent on all Christians in every age of the Church. Let us never forget that. It is not for martyrs only, but for all believers, in every rank of life. It is not for great occasions only, but for our daily walk through an evil world . . . it needs no blowing a trumpet. It requires no noisy boasting. It needs nothing more than using the daily opportunity. But one thing is certain--if a man loves Jesus, he ought not to be ashamed to let people know it. The difficulty of confessing Christ is undoubtedly very great. It never was easy at any period. It never will be easy as long as the world stands. It is sure to entail on us laughter, ridicule, contempt, mockery, enmity, and persecution . . . The world which hated Christ will always hate true Christians. But whether we like it or not, whether it be hard or easy, our course is perfectly clear. In one way or another Christ 
must be confessed.”                                      -JC Ryle

