M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 110: No Separation!
Romans 8:35-39
August 1 - 2, 2020
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 37 No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us.”                      Romans 8:35-37
“he death toll for Christians in Nigeria is beyond grim – it’s apocalyptic!

Just two months ago. . . the number of innocent Christians murdered by Islamic radicals in Nigeria had almost doubled from 350 to roughly 620 in a matter of a couple months . . . the Anambra-based International Society for Civil Liberties and Rule of Law has released a new report stating that no fewer than 1,202 Christians have been mercilessly slaughtered in the first six months of 2020 by violent Islamic jihadists . . .”           
                                                American Center for Law and Justice
(more Christians have died for their faith over the past century 

    than in the 19 previous centuries combined . . . 
Why mention these things in the context of Romans –

  *Reason 1: in our state of constant distraction we fail to realize 

        that the seed of this kind of persecution and oppression of 

        Christianity have already been planted  

  *Reason 2: because Paul addresses this very issue in Romans

“For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not 
  only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict 
  that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.’  Philippians 1:29-30
“The design of God in this chapter is to give you such a deep, firm, unshakable, God-wrought, blood-bought security in his all-conquering love, that in these . . . sufferings you will not curse him or forsake him or reproach him, but trust him and hold fast to him and be satisfied with him when all else is taken away . . .the design of this passage is not to add eternal security to a life devoted to earthly comfort. The design is to promise eternal security to free you from a life devoted to earthly comfort and give you the freedom and joy and courage to move toward need, not toward ease . . . Romans 8 is about God in Christ giving massive security for merciful service through many sufferings.”                                   -John Piper
The Final Interrogation  (Romans 8:35-36)
  --assurance is not tied to my love (or my holding to Jesus)… it 

      is tied to His love for me (His holding onto me)…

       “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give 
        them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them 
        out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 
        all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and 
        the Father are one.”                                             John 10:27-30

The List— of adversities and adversaries—

The Quote— Psalm 44:22 – reference to the persecution of 

    Israel at the hands of the nations—simply because they were 

    the people of God! 
The Further Revelation  (Romans 8:37) 
=can I be separated from the love of Christ? An emphatic NO!

=why?— because I am a ‘super-conqueror!’     

   *we are conquerors     *we are more than conquerors      
   *we are loved by Christ— we overcome through Christ
The Faithful Verification  (Romans 8:38-39)
=Paul’s conviction is rational, settled, and unalterable 

=Everything in creation is under the sovereign control of God the   

    Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

    “We urgently need this today since nothing seems stable in our world 
     any longer. Insecurity is written across all human experience. Christian 
     people are not guaranteed immunity to temptation, tribulation or tragedy, 
     but we are promised victory over them. God’s pledge is not that suffering 
     will never afflict us, but that it will never separate us from His love. This 
     is the love of God which was supremely displayed in the cross . . . Our 
     confidence is not in our love for Him, which is frail, fickle and faltering, 
     but in His love for us, which is steadfast, faithful and persevering.”


                                   -John Stott
