M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 111: (What a) Wonderful World 
Romans 9 - 11
September 5 - 6, 2020
“I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites . . .”                                                 Romans 9:1-4a
   “Don't know much about history
          Don't know much biology
     Don't know much about a science book,
          Don't know much about the French I took
     But I do know that I love you,
          And I know that if you love me, too,
     What a wonderful world this would be.”     -Sam Cooke
(the predominate attitude of far too many today is—

     ‘I don’t want to think – just let me live by emotion and feeling 

       and the world will be wonderful!’ 

We have a world view problem— we don’t know how to rightly view (understand) the world . . . 

A Christian philosophy of history (worldview) sees everything through the lens of the metanarrative of Scripture— Creation, Fall, Judgment, Redemption, Eternal Hope
    Man without divine grace denies and suppresses truth!

Romans 9 – 11 are difficult—

    -but they’re not difficult as in ‘difficult to understand’

    -rather— they’re difficult as in – ‘difficult to accept’

      --they challenge your fallen heart’s concept of ‘fairness’

      --they tend to reveal our tendency to a man-centered view
What Paul does in these 3 chapters is give us a Christian worldview) with respect to the framework of redemption— 
he shows  us that time and history are pregnant with eternal meaning! 
The Context of Romans 9 – 11    

“Those saved in the way of which Paul is writing have been foreknown and predestined by God, and they are assured that this brings them to glory and that nothing can separate them from the love of God. Then what about the Jews? Did not the same God give the same assurance to the Jews as His ‘elect’?... As a whole, Israel had rejected its Messiah. What does this say about the purposes of God. If God cannot bring His ancient people into salvation, how do Christians know that He can save them? Will the Christian salvation also be superseded one day?”                                                    -Leon Morris
The Content of Romans 9-11 
The Fall of Israel and God’s Design of Election (Romans 9)
 (Paul’s primary point in Romans 9 is actually an explanation 
     for why the word of God (the promise of God) has not failed      

     even though God’s chosen people, Israel, as a whole, are not 
     turning to Christ and being saved. 
The Fault of Israel and God’s Dismay over Disobedience (10)
=Israel was ignorant of God’s standard (is that not stunning!) . . . 

       and therefore sought to establish her own standard!

   “The modern church is producing passionate people with 

     empty heads who love the Jesus they don’t know very well.”





-Voddie Baucham
(Paul will show in Romans 10 that the remedy for this fault, the 
    remedy for disobedience among those with an ignorant zeal is
    to understand the Gospel, to proclaim the Gospel, and to 

    respond to the Gospel by faith.
The Future of Israel and God’s Design over Time (11)
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for A Wonderful World (What a) 

September 6, 2020 

This week’s sermon highlights the importance of having a Christian philosophy of history (a Biblical worldview). The late Christian philosopher, Ronald Nash, defined worldview as “that pattern of ideas that enables you to make sense of the world.”
  *Is history simply a random collection of unrelated people, 

       places, and dates? Is History supposed to make sense?

  *How do most people make sense of the world?

  *How does (or should) a Christian make sense of the world?

  *Why do you think so many Christians fail to understand the 

       events of the day? 

In Romans 9, Paul writes—

“…I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites…”
  *Why was Paul so deeply sorrowful over the plight of his fellow 

        Jews? What was their plight?

  *At one time Paul was in the very same predicament as his 

       kinsmen in the flesh. Revisit the story of Paul’s conversion in 

       Acts 9:1-19. How would you describe Paul’s beliefs before 

       he was ‘accosted by the risen Jesus’? How did hid worldview 

       change?

  *In light of the specifics of Paul’s conversion, can you see why 

       he was so sorrowful and in anguish over the condition of his 

       lost fellow Jews? Do you have that kind sorrow over your 

       ‘fellow kinsmen’? 

Over the coming weeks we will work our way through Paul’s argument in these three chapters as he proves that ‘the word of God has not failed’ with respect to His promises to His chosen people, Israel. Here are some of the points Paul will address:

     *the historical advantages of being a Jew

     *the importance of Biblical proof of election

     *the justice of God in saving some and passing others by

     *the glory of God displayed in His judgment

     *why did the Jews not receive Jesus as Messiah

     *the place and power of the preaching of the Gospel in the 

           salvation of people

     *the importance of Christian missions (if God is sovereign in 

           salvation, then why preach, witness, and do missions)

     *how do current events fit into redemptive history

     *is the nation that we know today as Israel the Israel Paul is 

            talking about in these chapters 

Can you take these various issues and address them through the lens of a Christian philosophy of history (a Biblical worldview) so as to come to the conclusion that God’s Word has not and will not fail?

In Romans 9 – 11, Paul argues at length from OT history and repeatedly quotes OT passages. He even adopts a Jewish style of writing in order to make his points. If you don’t think carefully, you may be tempted to skip or skim these chapters. Why would that be a tragic mistake?

As a group reflect and discuss—

“The basic problem of the Christians in this country…is that they have seen things in bits and pieces instead of totals. They have very gradually become disturbed over permissiveness, pornography, public schools, the breakdown of the family, and finally abortion… They have failed to see that all of this has come about due to a shift in worldview. This shift has been away from a worldview that was at least vaguely Christian in people’s memory toward something completely different.”      

                                 -Frances Schaeffer, A Christian Manifesto
