M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 112: Truth and Tears
Romans 9:1-5
September 12 – 13, 2020
“I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites . . .”                                                 Romans 9:1-4a
2020 State of Theology in America is “interesting”—

  *Almost 1/3 (30%) agree with the statement that “Jesus was a    

       great teacher, but he was not God” 
  *Almost 1/5 (18%) believe the “Holy Spirit can tell me to do 
           something which is forbidden in the Bible” 
  *Almost half (46%) believe, “Everyone sins a little, but most 
          people are good by nature 

   (Almost 1/4 (23%) think that “religious belief is a matter of 
           personal opinion; it is not about objective truth” 
   (more than 1/4 (26%) believe that if “church is to be effective 

           it must provide entertaining worship services.”
“... If you alter or obscure the Biblical portrait of God in order to attract converts, you don’t get converts to God, you get converts to an illusion. This is not evangelism, but deception. One of the results of this kind of ‘success’ is that sooner or later the world wakes up to the fact that these so-called Christian churches look so much like them and the way they think that there is no reason to go there. If you adjust your doctrine to fit the world in order to attract the world, sooner or later the world realizes that they already have what the church offers . . . Adjust your doctrine – or just minimize doctrine – to attract the world, and in the very process of attracting them, lose the radical truth that alone can set them free.”                 
                                                                     -John Piper
There are 2 things that are obvious about Paul…
       *Paul possessed a Passion for Truth

       *Paul was possessed by a Compassion for People – even the 
            ones who sought to cancel him

We have in these opening verses a prologue to a problem—
 =the problem is significant . . . it’s a challenge to the gospel

 =why has Israel, by and large, rejected this her Messiah? 
Paul’s Passion – An Unwavering Commitment to Truth

“I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—”                              Romans 9:1
*we see this reality in his own personal description—    

      “…If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I   

       have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of  

       the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
       Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
       under the law, blameless.”             Philippians 3:4b-6
*walk through the book of Acts you will see this lived out
  Be thankful for Paul’s passion for Truth—you’re the fruit of it!
Paul’s Compassion – An Uncommon Love for People
“I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”                     


Romans 9:1-3
What will it take for us to win our friends to Jesus? 

It takes a Great Love 

  -Paul’s love for his brethren was Sincere (v. 1)
  -Paul’s love for his brethren was Sorrowful (v. 2)
     -‘sorrow’ refers to sadness  -‘anguish’ - to deep personal pain
  -Paul’s love was Sacrificial (v. 3)
     -accursed is the word, anathema – ‘damned’

How far are you willing to go to see your friends come to Jesus?
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Truth and Tears
September 13, 2020 
The Apostle Paul was an amazing human being! He was unique in so many ways, but he was also no different from you. In Romans 9:1-2 he seems to be responding to a charge made against him—

       “Well Paul, you don't care about your people, you have 
          abandoned and rejected your own heritage by preaching this 
          gospel and by going to the Gentiles. You have turned your 
          back on your own people, you don't care about them!” 
How does he counter that charge?
How does our attitude to those who are lost reflect on our faith? What does it say about our Christianity? 
Do you agonize over the fate of the lost? 
Is it a burden to you?  If not, why not?
Reflect on these possible thoughts— 
     -God just couldn’t condemn anybody 
     -in the end everybody will be saved
     -hell is an outdated doctrine
Maybe you simply need to pray for and grow in compassion for lost people!
Four Penetrating Questions

1. Do you anguish over those who don’t know Jesus?
2. Do you anguish over your closest friends and family members?

3. Do you anguish over those who may be your enemies?

    =Jesus himself said, “Love your enemies.” 
    =“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
4. Do you anguish over the state of your own soul?
Why should Christians have more heart for the lost than anyone? 
    =the proper response to God’s mercy is to become merciful 
    =the proper response to God’s grace is to become gracious

    =the proper responds to God’s kindness is repentance

