
M.B.C. NOTES
LUKE
Part 106: Getting Your Heart in the Right Place
Luke 12:32-34
Wednesday, August 26, 2020

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for your-selves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”      

Luke 12:32--34 
As you journey through this life, you can live your life in one of 2 ways—
  *live to build your own little kingdom— driven by a covetous 

          nature to build what will not last

  *live for the Kingdom that will last
    ‘What will you really have if you gain this world but in setting 

       your heart in that, you actually lose your soul!’

A Profound Revelation
 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”                             Luke 12:32 
‘Fear not, little flock…’  is the language of election!

 =a metaphor for God’s chosen people in the OT

   “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our 
      Maker; 7 for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture,
      the flock under his care.”    Psalm 95:6-7

=Jesus applies that very same metaphor to those who follow Him!
   -Believers are part of the Great Shepherd’s ‘little flock’
   -but why “little” flock?

       --a term of endearment? (showing how precious you are to 

                Him! – perhaps)

       --a descriptive term? (maybe)

     “Professing servants of God have sometimes been very many. 

  Baptized people at the present day are a great company. But true Christians 
   are very few. It is foolish to be surprised at this. It is vain to expect it will be 
   otherwise until the Lord comes again. ‘Strait is the gate and narrow is the 
    way that leads to life and few there be that finds it.’”  J.C. Ryle        
‘…for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.’
   -here’s a question for you to ponder— What pleases God? 
   (John Piper’s book – The Pleasures of God: Meditations on God’s 
                                         Delight in Being God   
“What the church and the world need today, more than anything else, is to know and love God— the great, glorious, sovereign, happy God of the Bible. Very few people think of God as supremely happy in the fellowship of the Trinity and in the work of creation and redemption. The volcanic exuberance of God over the worth of His Son and the work of His hands and the welfare of His people in not well known. God’s delight in being God is not sung the way it should be, with wonder and passion . . . and we are the poorer for it.”    John Piper
   “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 
      righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,”     Romans 14:17

What would you worry about?  Why would you be anxious?
A Proper Reaction
“Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with 
 moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does   

 not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.”      Luke 12:33
=What in the world is Jesus saying?

=He’s talking about priorities— He’s talking about that which 

      drives a person— He’s talking about where your heart is!

The importance of this verse is NOT to define discipleship in terms of deprivation (or doing without). He’s not calling you to a life of asceticism. Jesus is warning us of the confining and restricting nature of possessions!
This is about where your heart is— if God does not own my possessions then my possessions will own me!

