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“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes…”




Luke 12:35—37a 
Jesus addresses the issue of covetousness with His disciples in a very direct and personal way culminating with a pointed revelation— “Where your treasure is, there your heart is also!”
(And that has not changed today— it’s still true today!

(Not only will it reveal your heart . . . it will dictate your life! 
NOTE: at this point, His disciples have no clue about the way this 

        all works— (not too terribly different today!)

    (they don’t know all this— but Jesus does!
    (and what we see here in our passage tonight is Jesus teaching 

          His disciples (and that includes us) how we should live in 

          light of that reality . . . specifically— always be ready!

  -Jesus could very well return today! 
  -how you are living as a Disciple— how you live your life as 

       a follower of Jesus matters!

  -this is the point Jesus is making here in Luke 12:35-48
Be Ready for the Master’s Return (vv. 35-38)
  “Be ready” is not about end-time prognostication
  “Be ready” is not an invitation to try and figure out the signs and       

       determine when—rather, this is an exhortation to live in a 
       particular way!
*“Be dressed ready for service’ or ‘stay ready’ (v. 35a)
      -is the same as ‘gird your loins’

      -a word about living in readiness to serve Him . . .it’s about 
             an attitude that pervades the way you approach life, 
             always ready to serve the purposes of Jesus in this world

      -if this is ‘the end’ what should you do to get ready?
           --the same thing you were supposed to be doing all along!

*“Keep your lamps burning” (v. 35b)
   -but what is the significance of ‘keep your lamps burning’?
           “It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even 
            if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak.”    (v. 38)
    POINT: He may return in the middle of the night!
There is both certainty and uncertainty in this picture—

  *the certainty is that the master is going to return
           =Peter calls it our living hope (I Peter 1:3)

       =Paul calls it our blessed hope (Titus 2:13)

  *the uncertainty is that the servant doesn’t know the hour of his 

       master’s return

“What would be unthinkable for anyone else was at the very heart of our Savior’s mission to the world. He was the Master of the universe, the Lord of all creation. Yet He had come to serve His people, and by serving them, to set them free . . . Jesus has worn the garments of our servitude. He has served us to the very death. He has invited us to sit down at His table where He feeds our needy souls. Now we wait for Him to come again, ready and waiting . . . (to) enter the fullness of our Masters’ joy.”                       P.G. Ryken
Beware of the Master’s Return (vv. 39-40)     

=Jesus gives this warning by shifting the metaphor— from a 

        servant awaiting his Master’s return to a Master not watching 

        for a thief to strike

=both scenarios require vigilance and watchfulness…

=the goal here is to avoid having to say— “If only I had known!” 

   (the POINT: You do know! Be ready! 

