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“I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already
kindled! 50 I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51 Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

                                                                              Luke 12:49 - 53 

Why Jesus is the Great Divide  (vv. 49-50)
 ‘I came to cast fire on the earth and would that it were already kindled!’
(‘I came” (or ‘I have come’) – is a definite phrase used by Jesus 
    to summarize His mission—

       *I have come that they might have life and have it more...  
       *I have come not to violate the law but to fulfill the law…

       *I have come to seek and to save that which was lost  
       *I have come to cast fire upon the earth
(what ‘fire’ is Jesus talking about? 
  -in the NT, ‘fire’ is used to refer to at least 3 different things:
     *the Holy Spirit

     *as a symbol for the word of God (or the gospel)

     *but usually (most frequently), ‘fire’ refers to the judgment of 

         God  in the sense of either to purge (to consume) or to purify
      --Fire as a picture of judgment
      --here in this verse, “fire” is emphatic in the sentence…

     --the Greek reads:  ‘For fire, I have come upon the earth…’  
(the OT closes with God coming in fiery judgment (Malachi 3)
  -but the Jews believed the fire would fall on the Gentiles and that 
        peace would come to them— they never expected that 

        Messiah would come and the fire of judgment would fall on 

        them  [and make no mistake…it is the fire of judgment!]
Our God is a consuming fire! (Hebrews 12:29) 
   =fire consumes whatever is destined for destruction
   =but it also purifies whatever He ordains to refine

   =Fire either consumes or purifies depending on the nature of 

        what it burns

   =Fire is an instrument of judgment revealing things for what 

        they are!

This is what Jesus came to ‘cast on the earth’— the consuming purifying fire of God’s judgment!
NOW—continue on with His next statement (v. 50)

 “I have a baptism to be baptized with and how great is My distress until it is accomplished!”                            Luke 12:50
 =Jesus joins together these 2 images of ‘fire’ and ‘baptism’— 

 =and in doing so identifies the source of judgment(the Cross!

     -Jesus is referring to the Cross as a ‘baptism’

     -Why? [at the Cross Jesus will identify with God’s judgment]
Why Jesus is the Great Divide (vv. 49-50)

The Certainty of the Great Division (vv. 51-53)
(“Do you think that I’ve come to give peace on earth?” 
  -why does Jesus say this?
  -because He knows what the message of the Gospel will do!
  -yes, Jesus was and is the Prince of Peace and truly He will bring 
     Peace— BUT— before there is peace— things must be set 
     right . . . and that means the fire of judgment!
Luke 12:51 – is a turning point in Luke’s Gospel

  =from this point forward the warnings will dominate
  =there is an urgency in the story line
How certain . . . How severe will the division be? (vv. 52-53)
 -but the Cross will especially divide in time!

