M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 113: The Big Deal about Israel
Romans 9:3-5
September 19 – 20, 2020
“For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are
Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.”                Romans 9:3-5
There is no greater lightning rod in the 21st century (or the past   

    100 years) than the word, the name – “Israel”! 
Why does Paul have such compassion for the Jews?
  “The Jews created a separate and specific identity earlier than almost 
     any other people which still survives. They have maintained it, amid 
     appalling adversities, right up to the present. Whence came this 
     extraordinary endurance? What was the particular strength of the 
     all-consuming idea which made the Jews different and kept them 
     homogeneous? Did its continuing power lie in its essential 
     immutability, or its capacity to adapt, or both? These are sinewy 
     themes with which to grapple.”

-Paul Johnson


Has Israel forfeited her place in God’s plan?
How could God have a plan of salvation for the whole world if    

    His own chosen people have rejected it? 
The Big Deal About Israel—
Paul’s Essential Proposition
“For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”     (v. 3)
=the essential proposition— Israel is cursed, cut off, lost!
=Paul highlights the privileged position of Israel (vv. 4-5) to 
     demonstrate just how tragic her condition really is!

=God’s plan of salvation for lost humanity is based on

     a chosen people from whom would come the Redeemer
=indeed, Israel is God’s chosen people, with unparalleled 
    privilege, and yet are accursed and cut off from the One who 
    came to save them 
Israel’s Overwhelming Privilege – 
“They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.”      Romans 9:4-5
   -Privilege:  an advantage that only one person or group of 
       people has, usually because of their position
What advantage do/did they have? Advantage to what?
    (Answer: They possessed the ‘God advantage’ – how to be 
         ‘right’ with God . . . to know God . . . favor with God

Privilege 1: ‘They are Israelites…’
Privilege 2: ‘. . . to them belong the adoption’
Privilege 3:  ‘ . . and the glory . . ."
Privilege 4 & 7: ‘. . . the covenants . . .and the promises’
“A ‘covenant’ in the Bible is a sovereign act of God’s grace in which He pledges Himself to do something . . . something that is entirely and solely and only from God’s side. God, moved by nothing in us at all, but entirely by His own grace and His own eternal love comes to the people and He says, ‘I am going to do so and so and I pledge Myself that I will do it.’”  
 Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Privilege 5: ‘. . . the giving of the Law . . ."
Privilege 6:  ‘. . . the worship . . .’
Privilege 8:  ‘To them belong the Patriarchs. . .’
Privilege 9:  ‘and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.”      Romans 9:5
A critical lesson— privilege doesn’t necessarily produce benefit! 

Privilege may become nothing more than lost opportunity!
A Warning—
   =spiritual privilege will not save you!

   =only Jesus can save you!
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for The Big Deal about Israel
September 20, 2020 
Benjamin Disraeli, a conservative statesman, served as Prime Minister of England in 1868 and from 1874 to 1880. He was elected to Parliament at the age of 33. Shortly after his election Daniel O’Connell, the Irish Roman Catholic leader, verbally attacked him. In the course of his ranting and raving, O’Connell referred to Disraeli’s Jewish ancestry in a most disparaging way. Benjamin Disraeli responded, “Yes, sir, I am a Jew. And I remind my illustrious opponent that when my ancestors were serving as priests in the temple of Solomon and were giving law and religion to the world, the ancestors of that right honorable gentleman were brutal savages eating nuts in a forest!”

    *Do you understand the unique identity of Israel?

    *Who was the first ‘Israelite’?

    *What does it mean to be ‘Israel’?

    *Discuss the role of Israel in God’s redemptive plan

    *Is there a sense in which the Church today could be 

         called Israel? [Hint:  look at Galatians 6:16]
Paul presents 9 specific ‘privileges’ that belonged uniquely to Israel. Discuss how each of the first 8 lead to or culminate in the ultimate privilege— the coming of Christ.

   *did Paul call the Christ, ‘God’ in Romans 9:5? 

The word ‘privilege’ is used a lot today. Is there is sense in which you have had spiritual privilege that most in world have not had?
Do you take those privileges for granted?

