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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 114: What If I Told You
Romans 9:6-13
September 26 – 27, 2020
“But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.’ 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.’”       



Romans 9:6-8
‘What if I told you ...’  invites you or challenges you to rethink what you think you know! In Romans 9:6-7 Paul gives us a powerful ‘What if I told you’ moment . . .
  (what if I told you that not all Israel is actually Israel!
Paul’s Categorical Assertion
“But it is not as though the word of God has failed…”






Romans 9:6a
=just so that we are clear about Paul’s proposition…the phrase 
  ‘the word of God’ (‘God’s word’) can mean more than 1 thing
   -in the NT, the phrase ‘the word of God’ is usually a reference 

          to the gospel [that’s the ‘rule’]
   -but there are 2 exception—
       Mark 7:11-13

       Romans 9:6
       =Paul’s referring to something given to Israel in the OT

       =the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the promise/word to Israel 

           are not the same thing— it’s important to see that!

“Israel is God’s chosen people and most of them are perishing, cut 
   off from the Savior, Jesus Christ. And the reason it is a crisis for you, 
   and not just for Jews, is that, if God’s promises to Israel do not hold 
   true, then there is no reason to think his promises to you will hold 

   true. The rock-solid security of God’s elect in Romans 8 is worthless 
   if God proves unfaithful to his covenant people. If God does not keep 

   his promises to Israel, will he keep the promises he makes to us?”    

                                                                 -John Piper
   *How do you square God making promises to Israel and yet 
          Israel rejecting the promises? 
Paul’s Comprehensive Proof 
“. . . not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring… 8it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.”          Romans 9:6-7a, 8a
(God’s promise has not failed because not all Israel is Israel!
(BUT— What is he saying? 
  -he’s saying that the covenant promises of God have always 
       been fulfilled in a subset of the people of Israel 
  (in all of redemptive history— God’s covenant promises to 
        Israel have never applied to or fulfilled in such a way that 
        every last Israelite was counted as a child of God
  (that means—  there has always been a remnant, a believing 
         group within the group called God’s chosen people— an 
         Israel within Israel                  
Paul is saying there are 2 Israel’s  

  *the external Israel – the physical Israel – Israel in name – loves 

        the rituals and goes through the motions 

  *the internal Israel – True Israel – the spiritual Israel – truly 
        trusts in the living God, rests in His promises, enjoys the 
        blessing of salvation
     “If Abraham’s faith be not in your hearts, it will be no 

       advantage that Abraham’s blood runs in your veins.”  

                                                                   -John Flavel
A child of promise is an heir of God’s saving grace by God’s   

     sovereign word not by physical birth

God’s grace is because of His mercy— and God has mercy on 

     whom He chooses to have mercy!

A cultural Christian is not a true Christian

    *a Christian believes in (trusts) Christ

    *a Christian follows Christ

    *a Christian speaks for (testifies of) Christ

    *a Christian learns about Christ [actively engaged in learning] 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for What If I Told You
September 27, 2020 

In Romans 9:6, Paul states the general principle that not every Israelite was among the elect. He then proceeds to present 3 generations of the Patriarchs of Israel to show that this has always been the case. Do you see his point?
  *The first was Abraham
     -describe Abram’s life and belief when God first called him 
     -was there anything about Abram that merited God’s grace?

     -why Abram and not some other pagan?
  *Abraham had two sons Isaac and Ishmael (the 2nd generation)

     -could we say that both were ‘saved’? 
     -what are some of the differences between the two?

     -why did God choose Isaac and not Ishmael?
  *The 3rd generation was Jacob and Esau
     -how is this the ‘clincher’ to Paul’s argument? Why did he not 

          stop with Ishmael and Isaac?

     -how does God’s choice of Jacob over Esau illustrate that 

         ‘God’s election’ is not based on anything in the elect 
          themselves, but on the mercy of God?
Some people hear the gospel one time and they embrace it, they love Jesus and their life changes. Some hear the gospel over and over again yet they reject it.  On any given Sunday, many true believers who trust Christ and love Him with all their heart gladly hear the Word. On the pew beside them are others just going through the motions—  they bear no evidence, no fruit, no marks in their life that they've ever tasted of God’s grace. Why is this?

In the light of Romans 9:6-13 reflect on and discuss the difference between the two.

Jesus Christ is the true Seed of Abraham, the true Son of David, and, in a profound sense, the true Israel Himself. He fulfilled all that Israel was destined for. Today, every person, Jew or Gentile, who trusts in Christ, is united to Him and becomes part of this true Israel in Christ.

  *Do you trust in Christ Jesus as your Savior and Lord? 
  *Has he made you a child of promise, a true Jew, a child of  
       God? 
  *What evidence is evident in your life that you have been 

       chosen by God?
How is the salvation that has been worked out by the Lord Jesus Christ applied to anybody? To whom is that salvation applied?

Think along these lines—

   *Is there such a thing as a ‘Christian country?’

   *Are the children of Christian parents of necessity Christians?

   *Are baptized children of necessity Christians because they 

        have been baptized? 

   *Are all who have been baptized, whether child or adult, and 

        are all who are church members, of necessity Christians?  

