M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 115: ‘. . . And Esau I Hated?’ 
Romans 9:10-13
October 3 – 4, 2020
“though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”
13 As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’”           Romans 9:11-13
“Following the order of this Epistle: first be concerned about Christ and the gospel, in order to recognize your sin and His grace; then fight against your sins . . . Adam must first be quite dead before a man is able to bear this subject and drink this strong wine. Watch that you do not drink wine while you are still an infant. Every doctrine has its limit, time, and age.”                                    -Martin Luther
The Inescapability of Election
“though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls—”


Romans 9:11
    Romans 8:33     Titus 1:1     Colossians 3:12     Ephesians 1:4
“But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.”  

                                                                               2 Thessalonians 2:13
=Paul’s foundation for the certainty, reliability, inviolability of 

     the Word of God is in fact the doctrine of election!
=Election is inescapable = our task is to seek to understand it!
“Whatever may be said about the doctrine of election, it is written in the Word of God as with an iron pen, and there is no getting rid of it. To me, it is one of the sweetest and most blessed truths in the whole of revelation, and those who are afraid of it are so because they do not understand it. If they could but know that the Lord had chosen them, it would make their hearts dance for joy.”         – Charles Spurgeon
The Mystery of Election

  (there is a mystery to election because there is a mystery to 

            the Gospel!
  (mystery does not mean unknowable— it means that which 

       was not known in the past but has since been made known

         Colossians 2:1-3     Ephesians 3:2-6     Colossians 1:26-27
  (God did what He did the way He did with Jacob to 

          clearly teach (to make known) election

The Clarification of Election
“As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’”           
                                                             Romans 9:13
Malachi 1:1-5
What does Paul mean when he quotes Malachi and says, ‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated!’
 =does God have an emotional aversion to Esau? NO 
 =the context of Malachi helps

  -the POINT Paul is making—

    *When God passed over Esau and chose Jacob before they 
         were born, there was no decree that an innocent Esau 
         would be judged and a righteous Jacob saved—  
    *God decreed to leave Esau as he was, and He decreed to set

           His affection on [saving grace (electing love)] Jacob   

        *passively, God left Esau to his own will— his own will and 

             desire did not include seeking God (turned from it)

        *actively, God engaged the will of Jacob (changed him)
A Warning—

=Be careful that you do not play God and tell Him how He has 

       to save 
=Be careful lest you put yourself above Scripture and demand 
      your standard of fair and right
=Election is ultimately about God’s glory ~ not my glory 
  =God’s purpose in election – as He predestines, calls, redeems, 
      justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies – is “to be seen and savored 
      and sung as infinitely glorious in His free and sovereign    

      grace.”          John Piper
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for ‘…And Esau I Hated?’
October 4, 2020 

Today’s sermon addresses one of the more contentious issues among professing Believers— the doctrine of election. As you heard me say, ‘election is inescapable in Scripture.’ That being true, why is there so much discord among Christians over election?
If your understanding of election does not humble you to the very core of your being then you do not understand either election or your depraved nature. The English Baptist preacher, Charles Spurgeon said—
    “I believe the doctrine of election, because I am quite certain that, if 
      God had not chosen me, I should never have chosen Him; and I am 
      sure He chose me before I was born, or else He never would have 
      chosen me afterwards; and He must have elected me for reasons 
      unknown to me, for I never could find any reason in myself why He 
      should have looked upon me with special love.” 

  *as a group demonstrate the Biblical foundation of Spurgeon’s 

        statement (cite specific verses you heard today and discuss 

        their implications)
  *explain why election is such a humbling reality
What makes Jacob such a “wonderful choice” for redemption? What makes you such an appropriate candidate?
In Romans 9:11-12, Paul quotes Genesis 25:23—  
   “For though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything   

    good or bad . . . it was said to her, ‘The older will serve the younger.’” 

This is a statement of unconditional election—

    *God chose Jacob over Esau before they were born or had 
           done anything good or bad
    *It wasn’t their behavior or their faith that moved God to 
          choose Jacob and not Esau. The choice was rooted in God 
          alone and not in man (thus, it was ‘without condition’)
Here’s my question— does this call into question: 
    -the genuineness of our choice 
    -the necessity of our obedience
John Piper has proposed that God saves the way He saves (according to unconditional election) for the ultimate purpose 

of His glory—“to be seen and savored and sung as infinitely glorious in His free and sovereign grace.”          
  *how do these verses support that assertion
    “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good 
        to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
        purpose.”    Romans 8:28 

     “He saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
         works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was 
         granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity.”   2 Timothy 1:9

    “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that 
     we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined 
     us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 
     the kind intention of His will [purpose], to the praise of the glory 
     of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved . . .   

     9making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, 
     which he set forth in Christ             Ephesians 1:4-6, 9
Why is it important to have a Biblical grasp of ‘Jacob I love, Esau I hated’? Think in terms responsibility to believe and accountability in obedience.

A closing thought—

“For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?”             I Corinthians 4:7

