M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 116: But That’s Not Fair! 
Romans 9:14-18
October 10 – 11, 2020
“What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means!
15For he says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ 16So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.”      Romans 9:14-16
(That’s not fair is a very ‘me-oriented’ (selfish) sentiment
(The sentiment of ‘fairness’ also tends to be very subjective
“Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all.”        Solomon 

There is one basic reason why life is not fair— because  
we live in a sinful world occupied by sinful people. 
The Context that Provokes the Inquisition
“though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, ‘The older will
 serve the younger.’ 13 As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’” 
                                                                  Romans 9:11-13

=the context that provokes this question concerning the ‘fairness’
    or ‘rightness’ of God is the answer Paul gives to the question,   

    ‘Has the word of God failed?’
“Whatever it is the Apostle has been saying from verse 6 to verse 
 13 about God’s purpose and the way in which He carries it out, 
 it must be something that, on the surface, at any rate, makes some 
 people think that God has been unrighteous and that He is unfair    

  . . . they do not like the idea and the teaching of personal election    

 to salvation . . .that God, of His own eternal and sovereign will in 
 the carrying out of His own great and eternal purpose, chooses 
 some to salvation and rejects others.”      -Martyn Lloyd-Jones

God carries out His great purpose of salvation by means of election.
The Question that Provokes the Apostle
“What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part?”







Romans 9:14
   -is there injustice on God’s part is equivalent to asking, 

           ‘Is God fair in the way He fulfills His promise?’
   -is election fair?

     (‘How can it be that God choses some and not others – is 
             that just, is that fair?
The Answer that Promotes Assurance  [Romans 9:14-18]
*Paul gives us a simple, straightforward answer— “No way!”
*Paul answer is drawn directly from Scripture— it is objective     

        (not subjective)

*Paul’s answer is rooted in Sovereignty (not selfishness)— 
 =he does not engage in a general philosophical discussion

 =he goes to Moses . . . he gives Biblical proof—
 =And look at what he teaches here— quoting Exodus 33:19—
       ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have    

                compassion on whom I have compassion’

    -don’t miss this— God’s salvation is rooted in mercy
    -the application of salvation is based on the mercy of God 

         NOT on the justice of God!       [That’s huge!]
*Salvation is NOT about getting what you deserve . . .that’s 

      what ‘fair’ implies— fair will never get you salvation!
 *Salvation isn’t about justice— the foundation of salvation IS 

       about justice—Jesus got the justice that makes salvation 
       possible…so that you (I) can get the mercy

 *Jesus got what you deserved— you get what you don’t 
         deserve (that’s mercy)!
(Salvation is of God, it is all of grace, it is rooted in mercy
(if you want to be consistent in your fairness argument then you 
    should argue that it’s not fair for God to be merciful to anyone!

(it’s not fair to not give people what they deserve!

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for ‘But That’s Not Fair!’
October 11, 2020 

What do we learn about the nature of man from the very fact that the question of fairness is raised at this point in Paul’s argument?
Why do some people rebel against a high view of God’s sovereignty?
Ravi Zacharias said: “Time is the brush with which God paints his story on the canvas of human history. Eternity is the perspective from which we view the painting.” How does this statement describe Paul’s teaching on election in Romans 9?
Romans 9 is really about God’s freedom. God’s freedom is the only true freedom in the universe. Every other “freedom” is derivative from His freedom in one way or another. What does ‘God’s freedom’ mean? Think about and discuss these answers:
   *God is absolutely free to do whatever He wants to do

   *He has the right to deal with us any way He chooses

   *He doesn’t have to treat me the way he treats my neighbor

   *He doesn’t have to treat me today the way He did yesterday

   *He can answer my prayers any way He chooses

   *He is not obligated to live up to my expectations or to explain 
         Himself to me.
Explain what Paul is doing (what’s his point) when he points to Moses and quotes Exodus 33:19 in Romans 9:15 and when he points to Pharaoh and quotes Exodus 9:16 in Romans 9:17?

Explain this statement— That God created us is an act of his sovereign will. That we are saved is a miracle of sovereign grace. That he accepts our worship and rewards our obedience is a miracle of sovereign love.
Can you Biblically support and defend – ‘God’s favor in election is not based on what we do or what we think or what we feel or what we choose, but on God alone — the one who calls.’
