M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 117: The Potter and the Clay
Romans 9:19-23
October 17 – 18, 2020
“You will say to me then, ‘Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?’ 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, ‘Why have you made me like this?’ 21 Has the potter no right over the clay. . .’”                                Romans 9:19-21
“So in English, that means that I interpret the Constitution as a law, that I interpret its text as text, and I understand it to have the meaning that it had at the time people ratified it . . .that meaning doesn’t change over time and it’s not up to me to update it or infuse my own policy views into it.”    Judge Amy Barrett

You are required to believe, to preach, and to teach what the Bible says is true, not what you want the Bible to say is true!






-R.C. Sproul
    *Election means God chooses by His own sovereign will and 

      for His own sovereign purpose to have mercy on some and 

      to pass by (or to leave alone) others

Paul anticipates and answers objections to this revelation . . .

If Salvation is by God’s sovereign choice (by election) . . .
Objection #1— That’s not fair! (Romans 9:14-18)
Objection #2 – Then I’m not responsible (Romans 9:19-24)
The Question Paul Anticipates
“You will say to me then, ‘Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?’”



Romans 9:19
=that is, ‘If God chooses then I’m not responsible and my choice 

     doesn’t really matter!’ . . . I cannot be held responsible for not 

     choosing God IF it’s about God choosing me!
=this objection is about the question— Is God's sovereignty 
    compatible with man's responsibility?
The Answer Paul Gives
Paul Begins with a Rebuke
“But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? . . .”   (v. 20a)
=this is nothing short of a rebuke— ‘who do you think you are?’
   -‘to answer back to God’ –   
      -to answer by contradicting or by replying against’
      -Paul is addressing an attitude on the part of the objector!

     Paul is not saying there is no answer to the question. He’s    

     saying the question is illegitimate!!

Paul’s Reminder
“. . . Will what is molded say to its molder, ‘Why have you made me like this?’ 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use?”    
                                                                           Romans 9:20b-21
=2 vitally important realities that we easily forget—

  *We forget who we are
  *We forget who God is  

     -and that’s really the heart of Paul’s answer!
     -God has sovereign prerogatives as Creator
     -Paul illustrates this point with a prominent OT illustration –        

         the potter and the clay
“If it is a question of the “rights” people have, we must bear in mind that, whatever we may be in our own eyes, in God’s sight we are sinners. If we demand that we be treated in strict justice (and not like so many clay pots), we must bear in mind that justice will go hard with sinners.”  Leon Morris

Paul’s Revelation   
“What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory—”   
Romans 9:22-23 
=God’s purpose in choosing His people before the foundation of the world is to make known His glory to the objects of His mercy! 
 And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for The Potter and the Clay
October 18, 2020 

I have proposed that the proper approach to Scripture is much like a Constitutional Originalist – that the text says what it meant when it was written, not what I think it should mean today. Why is this such an important thought for understanding difficult doctrinal teaching (things like election, the sinfulness of man, the deceitfulness of the heart, hell, etc.)? 
The human heart is a deceitful yet resourceful thing. Two ways that it expresses these characteristics are:
     *by dismissing God

     *by blaming God

Can you think of specific ways you’ve heard people (or even you yourself) do this?

Some have called it ‘the damnable doctrine of predestination.’ Some have called election ‘the sweetest comfort of all Scripture.’ How do you explain such diametrically opposed conclusions?

Why does Paul rebuke the question, “Can God rightly hold man responsible for rejecting the gospel if God is sovereign in salvation (Romans 9:19)? Why is this an illegitimate question?

    [Here’s a hint. John Piper has written ‘We humans don’t know 
      enough to elevate our values and our standards and our   

      insights to the point of judging God and saying: you used 
      your sovereignty in an unwise, unrighteous way.’]
Why do you think Paul uses the illustration of the potter and the clay in Romans 9:22-23? What is the source of this illustration?
