M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 118: What If
Romans 9:22-26
October 24 – 25, 2020
“What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?”                    Romans 9:22-24
     “And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved 
        brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him,
       16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters.
       There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the    

       ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the 
       other Scriptures.”


2 Peter 3:15-16

    “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
      his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
      through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead . . . 8Though 
      you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,  

      you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled
       with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
       souls. 10Concerning this salvation . . . angels long to look.”   
                                                                                  I Peter 1:8-10, 12
(There is no better illustration of Peter’s assertion about Paul 
      and the doctrine of salvation than Romans 9-11 (esp. Rom 9)

If Salvation is by God’s sovereign choice (by election) . . .
Objection #1— That’s not fair! (Romans 9:14-18)
Objection #2 – Then I’m not responsible (Romans 9:19-24)
“You will say to me then, ‘Why does he still find fault? For who can resist 
     his will?’”



Romans 9:19
Paul’s Rebuke
Paul’s Reminder
Paul’s Revelation     
“But what if God, willing to demonstrate his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience the objects of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And what if he is willing to make known the wealth of his glory on the objects of mercy that he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us, whom he has called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?”      Romans 9:22-24 (NET)
*in v. 20-21, Paul shows us the right of God to do what He wills

*in v. 22-23, Paul shows us the reason God does what He wills

His purpose in choosing a people before the foundation of the world (according to Rom 9:22-23) is to make Himself known,
specifically— to show His glory to the objects of His mercy! 
(That is— election is really about the glory of God – it’s about ‘the elect…the saved’ more fully knowing and worshipping Him!

A Grammatical Invitation to Think Deeply
=Paul does not answer the question that he asks!  (anacoluthon) 
=Here’s what Paul’s is really asking—

        “If God has done this— then, what can you say?”
A Theological Invitation to Think Wisely

  -God chooses to display (make known) His wrath.  Why?  
  -because a display of His wrath will reflect His glory . . . How?

  -think this through— what exactly is God’s wrath?
    *God’s wrath is His just reaction//response to sin (Rom 1:18)
    *Why does God allow sin?
      (the fatal fallacy of a post-Christian culture— is that some

            how love and justice are mutually exclusive!
  =God allowed and endured sin for a specific purpose …namely, 

      to reveal (to make known) His holy wrath in its judgment and 
      its punishment… for God to be fully revealed as God
A Revelatory Invitation to Think Holy
=there is a mystery, an incomprehensibility to this

=but it does show us just how patient God is— and His patience,
     His kindness is all about leading you to repentance! 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for What If
October 25, 2020 
Paul is wrestling with the difficult problem of Jewish unbelief. Why have so many Jews rejected Christ if he is indeed the Jewish Messiah? His heart was broken by the reality that so many of his friends and loved ones were going to hell. Don’t get so focused on the difficulties that you forget the human reality behind these words. Remember, the God who ordained salvation ordained the means to that salvation— who are you praying for and planning to share the gospel with?

Perhaps the most obvious point Paul makes is that God has the right to do as He wills and that includes saving (choosing) whom He wills. Why is this such a difficult thing for so many people today? Think not only in terms of personal opinion but cultural ethos as well.
According to Paul there are two groups of people. Who are they and what does he say about them with respect to the will and the ways of God (think in terms of patience and punishment.) Does God treat everyone in precisely the same way? Should He?
If God were just and not merciful, we’d all go to hell together. If He were merciful and not just we would all go to heaven. But God is just and merciful. How does this reality show in time?

 

Think about it…the doctrine of election (predestination)—
*is true because it is biblical

*humbles us because it exalts God as the author of our salvation 

*preserves human freedom because each person must still 
    personally respond to Jesus Christ

Listen and reflect on Jonathan Edwards’ thoughts on why a good and holy God would decree that there be hardening and evil—
“If it were not right that God should decree and permit and punish sin, there could be no manifestation of God’s holiness in hatred of sin, or in showing any preference, in his providence, of godliness before it. There would be no manifestation of God’s grace or true goodness, if there was no sin to be pardoned, no misery to be saved from. How much happiness soever he bestowed, his goodness would not be so much prized and admired, and the sense of it not so great . . .So evil is necessary, in order to the highest happiness of the creature, and the completeness of that communication of God, for which he made the world; because the creature’s happiness consists in the knowledge of God, and the sense of his love. And if the knowledge of him be imperfect, the happiness of the creature must be proportionably imperfect.”

          Jonathan Edwards, “Concerning the Divine Decrees”  
