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“He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?’”        



Luke 12:54-56 

   “It gets late awfully early around here.”
-Yogi Berra
Luke 12:54ff is about the tragedy of wasted opportunity (the need to recognize the time and the lateness of the hour)

As Luke 12 winds down, Jesus closes with 2 challenging pictures:

Weather Watching and the Sign of the Times
 [Luke 12:54-56]
=a warning about missing the obvious

=in this illustration (and the one to follow) Jesus is saying—‘You 

      are not paying attention . . .you fail to discern 2 things: 
        *the time— just how late it is

        *the threat— why it matters! 
(the real KEY to this illustration is this: 

    -the Jews prided themselves on their discernment
    -they prided themselves on their spiritual insight
    -they believed they were ‘in tune with the time’

Now, here’s the jab— v. 56 –  ‘You hypocrites!’  
  -why does He call them ‘hypocrites’ and what's the connection to 

        telling the weather?  
   -a hypocrite misrepresents what he really is… he deceives by     

      misrepresenting the truth   
Their hypocrisy was in pretending not to have enough evidence! 

    =Interpret (dokimazō) – to analyze, to think through, to test and 
         discern the evidence (overwhelming evidence)

    =the evidence for His identity is overwhelming

        -they should have seen who He was

        -they should have seen that judgment was coming

 (the more things change the more they stay the same—

    -people do not reject Jesus today because there's no evidence—

        there's plenty of evidence!

    -people reject Jesus because they don't want to acknowledge 
         their sinfulness.  
It takes intellectual dishonesty or spiritual blindness to fail to see that Jesus is who He said He was— God Incarnate.
It’s Later than you Realize— Time to Settle Up
“And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you go with your accuser before the magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the way, lest he drag you to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last penny.’”        Luke 12:57-59 

=if you don’t see a threat…you will not settle your account!
=that’s the point here with this 2nd illustration from Jesus…

    -if you don’t discern the signs to see the time…

    -you will think you have plenty of time to get right!
REALITY: My sin is worse than I can begin to imagine and God 

                         is more serious that I can possibly comprehend
“They have not as yet discovered that their case is hopelessly 
bad, and that God has already declared it to be so. They drift 
on through life towards the final judgment under the comforting, but completely false, illusion that though they are not perfect, 
they are not bad enough to be damned. If they persist in such unrealism, damned in precisely what they will be.”                   David Gooding


