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“Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to her, ‘Woman, you are freed from your disability.’ 13 And he laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and she glorified God. 14 But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath...”    Luke 13:10-14
From a Christian perspective, a genuinely Biblical worldview, disability is a normal part of life in an abnormal world!
         “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because             

           of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set 
           free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
           glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole 
           creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
           now.”                   Romans 8:20-22
A Woman Crippled By Satan’s Cruelty (vv. 10-11)
=Jesus comes into the synagogue, as He did commonly, to teach 
= (v. 11)—  “And behold there was a woman…” 
  -He will use this woman to expose the hypocrisy of their system

  -His actions will intensify the conflict  
=you can rest assured— she was an outcast…and yet here she is 
   at worship on the Sabbath!

“What is the reason why so few are like the woman of whom we read this day? The answer to these questions is short and simple. The most have no heart for God's service. They have no delight in God's presence or God's day. ‘The carnal mind is enmity against God.’ The moment a man’s heart is converted, these pretended difficulties about attending public worship vanish away. The new heart finds no trouble in keeping the Sabbath holy. Where there is a will there is always a way. Let us never forget that our feelings about Sundays are sure tests of the state of our souls. The man who can find no pleasure in giving God one day in the week, is manifestly unfit for heaven. Heaven itself is nothing but an eternal Sabbath. If we cannot enjoy a few hours in God's service once a week in this world, it is plain that we could not enjoy an eternity in His service in the world to come.”                   JC Ryle

The Real Issue— wherever you find false religion and you bring the true message of Christ you will engage in conflict with error and you will engage in conflict with Satan
  (This woman is actually a symbol of this reality

Few men and women have bent backs physically; but morally and spiritually all men and women find themselves sooner or later find themselves bent and bowed by weakness of one kind or another from which they have not the strength to free themselves.
A Woman Cured By Christ’s Compassion (vv. 12-13)
  *He noticed her— everyone else would have ignored her

  *He called here over— He had compassion for her— He 

          understood her plight— He summoned her to Himself 

  *He’s the initiator— He always is!

(Gregory of Nyssa, defined mercy as “a voluntary sorrow that 

       which enjoins itself to the suffering of another”

(this is what Jesus did to her— and to you…and to me!
A Wickedness Confronted (vv. 14-17)
=the real conflict that day was not Jesus and a demon but Jesus 
     and religious hypocrites…
Listen— of all the things Jesus could have done as the Son of 

     God, the one thing He did was to identify with us in our lost    

     condition and suffer with us and have compassion for us
=ritualistic legalism is wickedness, pure and simple

