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“He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it?’”             



Luke 13:18
Postmillennialism – became the predominate view in 19th century 

      American religious circles [not so today!]
  -the kingdom of Jesus Christ will gradually be extended though 
      the preaching of the gospel with the eventual conversion of a 
      majority of people (not necessarily all people);    

  -the progressive growth of righteousness, prosperity, and 
      development in every sphere of life as this growing majority 
      of Christians subdue the world for Christ 
  -only after Christianity has dominated the world for a long time 
      will Jesus Christ then return with a general resurrection, 
      destruction of the present creation, and entry into the eternal 
      state
   -In other words – Christianity will take over the word and things 
       will get better and better until Jesus comes again!
“He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like?’…”
   -the word ‘therefore’ points back to what was just said/done

   -Jesus heals the woman…shames the Jewish leaders 

   -then He poses this question:  What is the Kingdom of God like?
The Kingdom of God refers to the reign of God in this world and especially in the lives of His people.
We should be asking— What is there about this confrontation in this synagogue that compelled Jesus to ask the question— What is the Kingdom of God like?

The healing of this woman was a demonstration of the ongoing triumph of the Kingdom of God despite the opposition of men 
and Satan! 
These 2 brief parables are about encouragement for those who are 
seeking first the Kingdom— for those praying for the Kingdom 
to come on earth as it is in heaven!
The Kingdom is Like A Mustard Seed – Extensive Growth
“He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? 19 It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.’”                                 Luke 13:18-19

=the Mustard Seed is the smallest seed sown by Middle East 
    farmers (it’s quite tiny – less than 1mm)
=but, the seed actually produces a tree – 8-12ft tall
  -the image of birds nesting in a tree goes back to the OT—

         Ezekiel 17:22-24       Daniel 4
  -in Jesus’ parable— the mustard tree is the Kingdom of God and 

       the birds are the nations of the world (Gentiles)

(His Point— 
    the Kingdom He preaches and the Kingdom they will preach 
     will extend to include the nations of the world (the Gentiles)
The Kingdom is Like Leaven – Intensive Growth
“And again he said, ‘To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? 21 It is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, until it was all leavened.’”             Luke 13:18-21
=like the mustard seed, leaven is small …seemingly insignificant
=BUT— give it a little time and it will make it’s presence known!

   -there is no part of the dough that the yeast doesn’t affect

   -it’s impact is intensive…it is transformative

 From a small and seemingly insignificant beginning, the kingdom of God grows— at times almost invisibly and almost imperceptibly— until it reaches all nations with its transformative power.

