M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 119: Paul, the Old Testament, and Grace 
Romans 9:24-29
October 31 – November 1, 2020
“23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea,

    ‘Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’
        and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’”                   
Romans 9:23-25
The Old Testament matters to our faith and what we believe— 

The Old Testament is just as much the Word of God as the New Testament! It is just as authoritative and essential to our faith!
The vessels that God has chosen to show mercy, to save, to call, to choose include some (not all) Jews and many Gentiles!

There is no such thing as an automatic salvation because of your heritage, your nation, or anything else! Salvation is not confined to the Jews by any means whatsoever!
A Shocking Assertion: God’s Chosen would Include Gentiles

“As indeed he says in Hosea, ‘Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’ 26 And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’”                    Romans 9:25-26
Gomer and Hosea have 3 children and the names are critical 

     *Jezreel – ‘to scatter, to throw away’

     *Lo-Ruhamah – ‘not’ + ‘to love, to pity’ (no pity)
     *Lo-Ammi – ‘not’ + ‘my people’ [you’re not my people]
  =Paul quotes 2 passages from Hosea

   -Hosea 2:23 (that’s Romans 9:25)   -Hosea 1:10 (Rom 9:26)

“23and I will sow her for myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”



Hosea 2:23
POINT: Paul is applying this text to Gentiles . . .the Gentiles were Lo-Ammi (Not My People) but now they ARE My People! 

            “Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
              you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”         
  





I Peter 2:10

              (that’s an allusion to Hosea!)
  (If Jews were really ‘not My people’ and could be declared 
     ‘My people,’ then Gentiles who were ‘not My people’ could 
      be declared ‘My people!’ 
The 2nd Hosea text (cited in Romans 9:26) is Hosea 1:10—

“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,” it shall be said to them, ‘Children

of the living God.”                                 Hosea 1:10
=the point Paul emphasizes is in the phrase: ‘in the very place 

      where it was said of them’ 
    --the application Paul is making is that it is the Gentiles being 

        told, ‘You who are not My people are now My people!’
A Greater Shock: Not All of Israel will be Included
“And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: ‘Though the number of the sons of   Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for   the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.’

29 And as Isaiah predicted, ‘If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and become like Gomorrah.’”                   

Romans 9:27-29
=Paul is quoting Isaiah to support the other half of Rom 9:24— 
     that ‘only some Jews are included’ (many are excluded)
=Romans 9:27-28 are quoted from Isaiah 10:22—

=Romans 9:29 is from Isaiah 1:9—
POINT—

  *Jews thought they were all included because they were Jews
  *they thought the Gentiles were excluded because they were 
        Gentiles 
  *Both assumptions are WRONG—

    *Salvation is all of grace

    *Salvation is all of God

    *Salvation demands my devotion and love

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Paul, the Old Testament, and Grace
November 1, 2020 

Why does the Old Testament matter? Why does Paul often support his arguments by referencing the Old Testament?

In Romans 9:25-26 Paul is quoting Hosea to show that God always intended to save Gentiles (non-Jews). In Romans 9:27-29 he quotes Isaiah to show that God never intended to save all Jews. Does this ‘shock’ you? Does it undermine your assumptions and presuppositions about the Old Testament?

Can you explain the background of Hosea and answer the question, ‘Why would tell a preacher to marry an immoral woman?’

Paul’s argument in Romans 9:24-29 has some very practical application and implication for some of our most controversial and contentious issues today. Discuss what this passage might say to—
  *your understanding of God and the way He saves us
      (tie Romans 9:24 to Romans 8:28-20)
  *the issue of racism and ethnic arrogance

  *the issue of conflict in the Middle East

    (every religion that rejects Christ, including Israel, rejects God) 
  *how the Church reads and applies the Old Testament
      (what some have said about the OT today, e.g. Andy Stanley)
  *our humility and thankfulness (or lack thereof)
  *our global vision of Christ’s kingdom (I’m thinking missions)
