M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 120: Now Let Me Get This Straight! 
Romans 9:30-33
November 7 - 8, 2020
“What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why?...’”                      Romans 9:30-32a
Why did Israel fail to find righteousness…after all, they ‘pursued 

     a law that would lead to righteousness 

Paul’s ‘why’—
     Israel had attempted to bypass God’s covenant promises and  

      establish their own salvation by their own efforts!
This ‘what shall we say then’ has within it a question that most
people who struggle with the doctrine of election inevitably   ask— ‘How do we know who is elect?’
  (The Answer: we don’t (at least, not by outward appearances)

   (it’s not our job to know or to speculate concerning election!
   (it is our job (our responsibility) to preach the Gospel to 

         everyone . . . to share our faith with any and all
   How one responds to Jesus reveals what one is – the elect are    

   those who respond to Jesus in repentance and faith 
There are 2 Groups and 2 Distinct Destinies
Gentiles
“. . . That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith;”               Romans 9:30 
 =some hard core facts about Gentiles—

   -as a whole, Gentiles didn’t care about Israel’s God— or about 
       finding His righteousness [revisit Romans 1:18-32]
  (When a society finally reaches the bottom, evil is not only 
         tolerated, it is celebrated and promoted and those who 
         oppose it are marginalized and ostracized
  (here’s the wonder of the Gospel—they weren’t seeking 
        salvation, but they found it anyway! 
“Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called ‘the uncircumcision’ by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”   Ephesians 2:11-13

Jews (Israel)
“but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.”                     Romans 9:31 
-Israel is the opposite of Gentiles!
-So what went wrong? 
   (They thought they simply had to follow the rules!

   (by keeping the rules, they would be saved
   (they turned the Law into a system of works 
The Only Solution  (Romans 9:32-33)

Bottom Line—
   If you want to go to heaven, you’ve got to deal with Jesus. 
Why the Jews (people) stumble over Jesus—

“as it is written, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’”         

  





Romans 9:33
=Paul puts together 2 references from Isaiah – 8:14 and 28:16

    “a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that causes 
          them to fall”  (Isaiah 8:14)

    “a foundation (corner) stone— precious and sure “ (Isa 28:16) 
(Jesus is precious and sure— the foundation of salvation…and
(He is offensive— people (Israel) will stumble over Him

Jesus is both the stumbling stone and the cornerstone. 
How do you know the elect – the elect respond to Jesus!
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Now Let Me Get This Straight
November 8, 2020 

The late Donald Grey Barnhouse once said—

“Men look for something big. God put Christ into this world as a low-lying stone, hid away among the tall grass of a distant Roman province. Men held their eyes too high and walked across the world, not seeing Christ as God’s only answer to their problems, and they tripped over him and stumbled when they came upon him suddenly. They were offended by a scheme of salvation which brings man to nothingness, and they refused God’s way.” 

   *who is he talking about?
   *what does he mean by “offended by a scheme of salvation 

       which brings men to nothingness”? 
Barnhouse went on to say— 

“They have come through the tangled grass of this world with their eyes low upon their own bleeding feet, scarred with their walk on the road of sin. When they have come to this stone, they have been willing to stand on it and ask for nothing further. They have believed God’s word about the Lord Jesus Christ as being the only way of salvation. They have abandoned their goal, their road, their strength, their pride, and have taken their stand squarely on the Lord Jesus Christ. To them comes the trumpeted promise from the God of the universe: “Whoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.” 
  *who is he talking about?

  *what does he mean by “they have abandoned their goal…

         road...strength…pride”?
What does Paul mean by “whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame?” Look at Isaiah 8:14-16 in order to get a better understanding of Paul’s meaning. 

a
Why did the Jews, as a whole, really reject Jesus?

Why do people today “stumble over” Jesus?

Based on Paul’s argument in the entirety of Romans 9, can you see why God’s sovereign choice (election) is the foundation of the gospel? Do you understand why Paul describes the gospel as ‘the power of God for salvation for the one who believes’ (1:16)


Who is Jesus to you? Is He a stumbling stone or a cornerstone? Are you standing on the Rock or stumbling over it?
