M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 121: Beware Your Ignorance! 
Romans 10:1-4
November 14 – 15, 2020
“Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” 
  




Romans 10:1-4
The issue Paul is addressing in Romans 9, 10, and 11—
   ‘What’s up with Israel? How do you reconcile God’s 

       selection of Israel with Israel’s rejection of Jesus?
 =Romans 9:30-33 serves a dual purpose—

 =the bulk of Romans 10 actually shows us the 2nd of 2 
     incontrovertible yet seemingly irreconcilable truths— 

       -the 1st is the sovereignty of God in salvation

       -the 2nd is the responsibility of man in salvation

          (if you are saved it is because God saved you
          (if you are lost it is because you rejected the gospel
Paul’s Broken Heart for His Brothers
“Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.”



Romans 10:1
   -Paul knew that most of his Jewish relatives were lost . . . 

   -he knew why they were lost (they rejected Jesus as Messiah)
   -and …he knew what that would ultimately bring for them!

(and that reality, their rejection, their destiny broke his heart!
Instead of despising and dismissing his fellow Jews, Paul prays for them, specifically that they would believe and be saved!  
A couple of practical observations:

  *Praying for people to be saved is a worthwhile venture
  *Both Scripture and history testify that the prayers of men have 

       moved the hand of God to save multitudes

   “It is possible to move men, through God, by prayer alone.”





-Hudson Taylor
In Paul’s mind God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility to believe are compatible!
Paul’s Honest Assessment of His Brothers (10:2-3)
Truth 1: Sincerity and earnestness do not save

“For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God…”
   (Truth matters . . . it matters what you believe!

   (Ignorance aflame leads to eternal flame!
   (zeal in religious belief must be directed by the Word of God     

        *today—we put more stock in feelings than the Bible

        *we value personal experience over teaching of Scripture
Truth 2: You cannot have it your way!

“For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.”     Romans 10:3

   “The issues of life and death, of time and eternity, hang upon a 
      proper understanding of the righteousness of God and our 
     relationship to it.”             D.G. Barnhouse
The basic problem with Israel and with us: we’re so  pleased with our own righteousness that we don’t want God’s righteousness!
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”





Romans 10:4
.  -it’s not just that Christ is the fulfillment of the law (He is)…   

   -Christ is the end of the law…the law was always pointing to 
        Jesus Christ!
The greatest need you have today is to be saved from your sin, yes! BUT, you also need to be rescued from your righteousness~

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Beware Your Ignorance!
November 15, 2020 
According to Jesus there are two roads in life – one leads to heaven, the other leads to hell. Millions of good, decent, religious people who think they are going to heaven will one day find out how wrong they were. More than half of Americans agree that ‘Good works can earn a place in heaven.’ So let me ask the question very pointedly: Will good people go to heaven? What is Paul’s answer according to Romans 10:1-3?

The prevailing view in America today is that all religions are essentially the same. They are simply different roads leading up the same mountain. Over the past decade surveys consistently show that 8 in 10 Americans (including 2/3 of evangelicals)—believe that more than one faith can be a path to salvation. Barna reports that 3 in 5 of Americans agreed with the following statements: “Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists and others all pray to the same God, even though they use different names for God” and that “it does not matter what religious faith you follow because all religious faiths teach the same lessons about life.”
  *What can we say in the face of those statistics? 

  *How would you answer in light of Romans 10:1-4?

  *Why do we see such relativistic beliefs today?

  *Does absolute truth matter?

  *How do we do evangelism in a society that rejects any 
       concept of absolute truth? 
There’s no question that the spiritual darkness is deepening. It is critical that Christians ‘shine’ in the darkness. We who believe the Bible must equip ourselves with basic Christian truth as never before. If we’re going to reach people we must know and live the Truth of the gospel. What are some practical ways to do just that?

   *get serious about our faith
   *get ready for ‘hard questions’

   *take time to build bridges with unbelievers
We could call Romans 10:1-2 a ‘prayer for Israel.’ Why is Paul so passionate about praying for his people? Is it accurate to say that they were ‘fundamentally deceived about their true spiritual condition’? Are most people today deceived about their true spiritual condition? 
Are you a good person?
Are you a religious person?  

Are you a saved person? 

Think about this and discuss—

  *to be saved means that I am trusting in Christ so much that I 
      am willing to risk my eternity on what He did for me in His 
      life and in His death
  *to be saved is to trust Jesus so completely that if He can’t take 
      me to heaven, then I’m not going to go there
Paul is showing us in Romans 9 and 10 that we are responsible for what we do with the gospel even as God is absolutely sovereign in salvation. As Martyn Lloyd-Jones said:
   ‘If a man is saved, it is because God has saved him. But if

    a man is lost, that is attributed to his own rejection of the 

    gospel and his rebellion against God’s way of salvation.’
How does this affect your prayer life?

How does it affect your responsibility to the gospel?
