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“He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to him, ‘Lord, will those who are saved be few?’”                                     Luke 13:22-23
Luther’s question—
Was it Biblical to teach that forgiveness could be merited by works…could one earn forgiveness by doing penance?
1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, when He said "Repent", willed   

that the whole life of believers should be repentance.

2. This word cannot be understood to mean the sacrament of penance, that is, confession and satisfaction, which is administered by the priests.

3. Yet it does not mean inward repentance only; for there is no inward repentance that does not produce outwardly various mortifications of the flesh.                           -Martin Luther
The main topic of the 95 theses is what the Bible has to say   about repentance vs. the medieval practices of indulgences

A Curious Question Posed to Jesus
“He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to him, ‘Lord, will those who are saved be few?’”                                             Luke 13:22-23a
The closer He came to His destiny the more frequently He spoke about the destiny of humanity
=someone, following along asks Him a question — 
            “Lord, will those who are saved be few?”
   

A Corrective Answer Placed by Jesus

“And he said to them, 24 ‘Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.’”    Luke 13:23b-24 
=Jesus answers in a way that highlights their problem—

=His answer to the question— “How many will be saved? – is…   

  “Strive to enter through the narrow door!”
  
What kind of answer is that?    
Rather than be concerned with ‘how many’…instead you should be concerned with ONE—  if you will be one of the ‘many’—

You Need to Repent
(The question about what will happen to the many is not nearly 
     as important as, ‘How about you? Have you repented?’
You Need to Trust (Have faith in Christ)
“When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’        Luke 13:25-27 
=important to remember— Jesus is talking to the Jews here

=the question is actually a bit of a smug question— they believed 

      all Jews except the very worst would be saved!

=So His answer is quite stunning to them—

  -they are trusting in the wrong thing!

  -they were trusting in who they were as Jews…
Presumption of salvation through privilege or familiarity continues to delude multitudes in the professing church today.
 

   “We are not saved by effort, but we shall not believe without 

      effort.”                     Alexander Maclaren
(the 3 big ‘isms’— pluralism, relativism, universalism

Beware of Judgment (vv. 28-30) 

