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“One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath no, or not?’”
 





Luke 14:1-3
Why would Jesus (who doubt knew their intentions) put Himself in such a position?

    -spending time like this with the Pharisees is not only a 

         witness to them . . . but it would be a testimony against 
         them when the time comes and they object, ‘but we 
         didn’t know!’
  
The Hebrew Sabbath, a day of rest appointed by God, was a sign that set Israel apart from the nations around them
  =over the prior 500 years or so the Sabbath had taken on a life of 
      its own— it had become a religious Institution 

  =religious leaders were concerned that the people—

        -not only obeyed the words of God inscribed in the Ten 
              Commandments and Sabbath laws found in the OT
              Ceremonial code—

        -but that they also follow the words of men, the traditions 
              of the elders – specific interpretations and applications of 
              those Sabbath commandments

Two Distinct Attitudes 
“And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?’ 4 But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away.”

Luke 14:3-4
=where were the Pharisees focusing their attention?

There are 2 distinct attitudes here—

   =Jesus has said before— man was not made for the Sabbath but 

          rather the Sabbath was made for man!

      -the Sabbath served a distinct purpose— it was the means to 

           an end (both to honor God and to benefit man)

   =they had made the Sabbath the end itself— to the neglect of           

        both honoring God and benefiting man 

And Jesus reveals their attitude with His question—

“‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?’ 4 But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away.”            Luke 14:3-4 
      *the Pharisees ignore the man— indifference to the plight of 

             suffering humanity

      *Jesus heals the man— has compassion for the man

(Luke is showing us the attitude difference— the contrast in the 
       heart of Jesus and the heart of the Pharisees 
      =The Pharisees care about religious observance, but they don’t 
          care about a human being made in the image of God in need
      =Jesus shows a deep concern and compassion towards the man 
           and works to change his state (well-being)


So who do you think is really honoring the Lord’s Day?

When we study the Gospel accounts closely we see that Jesus 
   consistently did 3 things on the Sabbath—
    *First, He worshipped

    *Second, He frequently showed mercy to others on the Sabbath

    *Third, He gave permission to His disciples to do deeds of 
        necessity on the Sabbath

To love Jesus is to love the Lord’s day— and that means—
We will love to worship
   
We will look for mercy— opportunities to show mercy


