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“Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”



Luke 14:7-11
Not only does Jesus expose the legalism, sinful attitude, and lack of compassion for this sick man— He also teaches them.

Jesus will tell 2 parables—

  *one is aimed at those who’d been invited to the dinner—

             “Now he told a parable to those who were invited…”   (v. 7)
  *the 2nd is aimed at the host (the ruler of the Pharisees)

             “He said also to the man who had invited him…”   (v. 12)
BOTH of the parables have a common theme— they both address humility (a proper self-perspective) necessary for the Kingdom
       “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
                   humbles himself will be exalted.”    (v. 11)

        “But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
               blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you.    

               For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”   (vv. 13-14)
Parable 1: An Invitation to the Invited— Cultivate Humility
=not only has He exposed their plot, He exposes their pride—

“Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of honor…”      (v. 7)
Jesus uses this opportunity to remind His disciples that they are called to cultivate habits of humility!
His POINT: If you seek to be exalted you will be brought low
 -the importance of humility and the need to cultivate habits of 
      humility
 
Pride can keep you from the party that really counts! 
      “Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence or stand in the 
         place of the great, 7for it is better to be told, ‘Come up here,’ than
         to be put lower in the presence of a noble.”      Proverbs 25:6-7
“Humility may well be called the queen of the Christian graces. To know our own sinfulness and weakness and to feel our need of Christ is the very beginning of saving religion. It is a grace which has always been the distinguishing feature in the character of every true Christian. All do not have money to give away. All do not have time and opportunities for working directly for Christ. All do not have gifts of speech or tact or knowledge in order to do great good in this world. But all converted people should labor to adorn the doctrine they profess by humility. If they can do nothing else, they can strive to be humble.”               -J.C. Ryle

“Ignorance, nothing but sheer ignorance, ignorance of self, of God, of Christ, that is the real secret of pride. From that miserable self-ignorance, may we daily pray to be delivered. He is the wise man who knows himself, and he who knows himself will find nothing within him to make him proud.”  -J.C. Ryle
Parable 2: An Invitation to the Host— Demonstrate Generosity

(Jesus is saying to His disciples, 
   “You ought to look at people and not ask, ‘What can I get out of 
       them?’ but rather ‘How can I be a blessing to them…how can 
       I serve them?” 
(this is not about getting in return…it is about giving…with no 

      strings attached . . . it is about ministry and mercy!
(Jesus is pointing to (foreshadowing) the kind of unselfish      

     concern and generous care that will characterize the Gospel—

