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God knows the future because God plans the future. 
Isaiah 46:9-11 - I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose… I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.
Christmas and Easter were both The Lord’s plan. He ordained it. 

Four Phases of The Lord’s Christmas & Easter Plan:

Phase #1: Jesus is sent in Humility. (vv 2, 7:14) 
· The Incarnation: God became a man. 
Phase #2: Jesus is rejected by Humanity. (vv 3 – 4)
Phase #3: Jesus is crucified for our Penalty. (vv 5 – 9) 
“If we do not perceive our wretchedness and poverty, we will never know how desirable is that remedy that Christ has brought to us or approach him with proper warmth of affection. As soon as we know that we are ruined, aware of our wretchedness, we eagerly run to avail ourselves of the remedy, which otherwise would be held by us in no estimation. In order, therefore, that Christ may be appreciated by us, let us each consider and examine ourselves, so as to acknowledge that we are ruined until we are redeemed by Christ.” – John Calvin 

Phase #4: Jesus is raised for Eternity. (vv 10 – 12) 
Jesus lives forever to make intercession for us!
And Furthermore ….

A group discussion for “The Christmas & Easter Plan” December 6th, 2020
John MacArthur writes these words about Isaiah 53:

“This section contains unarguable, incontrovertible proof that God is the author of Scripture and Jesus the fulfillment of messianic prophecy. The details are so minute that no human could have predicted them by accident, and no imposter fulfilled them by cunning. Clearly this refers to Messiah Jesus, as the NT attests (cf. Matt 8:17; Mark 15:28; Luke 22:37; John 12:38; Acts 8:28–35; Rom. 10:16; 1 Pet. 2:21–25). It is often alluded to without being quoted (cf. Mark 9:12; Rom. 4:25; 1 Cor. 15:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 1:19; 1 John 3:5).” 

· How does knowing the fact that Isaiah 53 was written 700 years before it actually happened effect your perspective on the reliability of Scripture? In what other ways does it encourage you? 
The Life & Death of Jesus present many personal character traits that believers should seek to emulate: He was born in humility. He lived in holiness. He endured suffering in silence. He died in obedience. He continues to pray for us today. 

· Which of these personal character traits is most amazing to you? Which of these are you most challenged by?

· For many believers, Isaiah 53 clearly portrays Jesus. Why do you think so many Jewish unbelievers rejected Jesus and still do so to this day? 


(Hint: Read John 12:36-41)
· How do you see the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man play out in this passage?
