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Part 123: Which Righteousness Do You Seek? 
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“For Christ is the end of the law, with the result that there is righteousness for everyone who believes. 5For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6But the righteousness based on faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’’ (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);’”       Romans 10:4-8
Romans 9, 10, and 11 show us that—

*the purpose of God has NOT failed despite Jewish unbelief
*the big mistake that the Jews had made is the fallacy that it was 

    God’s purpose to save every individual Jew (Romans 9:6-7)
Paul Addresses Israel’s Failure (Romans 9)
Paul Addresses Israel’s Fault (Romans 10)     
  =anyone who dies lost does so by their own fault!

  =they seek a righteousness by their own hand!
  
When you do not know the Word of God you tend to become   

      your own standard and authority of righteousness!
Truth:  there are indeed 2 “kinds” of righteousness—

      *the righteousness of God – believing // trusting God

      *the righteousness of man – doing it your way 
It’s absolutely amazing—

   =how many think they can meet the standard 
   =how many believe they are righteous enough because they’ve 

          done something religious or belong to a certain group
Here’s the deal— self-righteousness is surprisingly widespread!
   =being self-righteous is thinking you’re good enough without 

         Jesus OR (the flipside) you added Jesus to something
   =self-righteousness is simply pursuing God on your own terms

The Righteousness from Law 
“For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.”    Romans 10:5 
    “You must observe my regulations and you must be sure to walk in my 
       statutes. I am the Lord your God. 5So you must keep my statutes and 
       my regulations; anyone who does so will live by keeping them. I am 
       the Lord.”              Leviticus 18:4-5
  -according to Moses perfect obedience to the law would obtain 
      salvation (righteousness…you would meet the standard 
      demanded by God!) 
    (Paul knows that’s not going to happen! (Romans 3)

    (the same problem —non posse non pecarre 
The Righteousness from Faith (Romans 10:6-8
     11This commandment I am giving you today is not too difficult for you, 
        nor is it too remote. 12 It is not in heaven, as though one must say,    

        ‘Who will go up to heaven to get it for us and proclaim it to us so we 
        may obey it?’ 13 And it is not across the sea, as though one must say, 
        ‘Who will cross over to the other side of the sea and get it for us and 
        proclaim it to us so we may obey it?’ 14 For the thing is very near 
        you—it is in your mouth and in your mind so that you can do it.

                                                                                                                   Deuteronomy 30:11-14
Here’s how this works— (both Deut 30 and Romans 10 are clear)

*all have sinned, none is righteous 
*because of your sin, you need help!
     “But the righteousness based on faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 
     ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’’ (that is, to bring Christ down)”  Rom 10:6
   [Deuteronomy 9:3-5]
  -don’t even think it’s because of your righteouensss….no sir!

  -God says thru Moses… “It’s MY righteousness and MY grace” 

*help has been provided – it’s right in front of you (Rom 10:8) 
