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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 124: Getting the Gospel Right
Romans 10:8-10
January 24, 2021
“But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”                                                                  
Romans 10:8-10 (ESV)
That word, euangellion, gives us our English words –

         *evangel – the Gospel

         *evangelism – the act of sharing/preaching the Gospel

         *evangelical – one who believes/lives the Gospel

An ‘evangelical’ is a man/woman of the Gospel!
  =historically, an ‘evangelical’ is defined by 4 distinct   

      points of emphasis:
        *conversion – the belief that lives need to be changed;

        *Biblicism – the belief that all spiritual truth is to be found 
              in the pages of the Bible
        *activism – better word, mission – the dedication of all 
              believers, especially the laity, to lives of service for God, 
              especially in sharing the Christian message far and near; 

  *crucicentrism – the conviction that Christ’s death on the 
        cross provided atonement for sin and reconciliation 
        between sinful humanity and a holy God.
Romans 10 is a NT text that centers on the universal importance   of the Gospel (the evangel)    
NOW— Here’s the big question— do you have this right?

  *Are you in possession of “righteousness by faith”?

  *or— are you really in pursuit of “righteousness by law” (doing 
      the same thing most of Israel was doing)?
  *Paul wants to make sure we get it right— Romans 10:8-10

The Church MUST be clear on what the Gospel is—

“I venture to suggest that here is perhaps nothing more important for any of us than just this very matter. There is certainly nothing in the realm of the church that is more important in these days and it therefore becomes equally urgent in the world. Because the world knows nothing, it listens to the preaching of the church, and if the world is confused – as it is – it is because the church to which it is listening is confused. So from every standpoint this is a crucial statement.”                                 Martyn Lloyd-Jones

The Arresting Lead In (9:30 – 10:8)
  =3 times in the preceding dozen verses Paul highlights the law 
       vs. faith contrast showing Gentiles entering the true Israel 
       and Jews being turned away
   -Romans 9:30-32 – Romans 10:3-4 -- Romans 10:5-8

The Simplicity of the Gospel (10:9-10)
  =simplicity expressed in the dual terms— heart and mouth

  =why does Paul use the words ‘heart’ and ‘mouth’?
   *the heart— the center of who I really am (my being)
       -includes reason (rationality) – ‘I believe it with all my heart’

       -emotion – ‘love with all my heart’ – ‘you broke my heart’
       -volition (will) – ‘I’m committed to you with all my heart’
  *the mouth [organ of speech] – the mouth confesses 

       =your mouth doesn’t have a ‘mind of its own’ – it confesses

             what the “heart” has truly embraced

    (to be saved (righteousness by faith) comes when I ‘believe 

            with my heart’ AND ‘confess with my mouth’

    (the 2 go together— 2 sides of the same coin

Here’s the proof that you seek righteousness by faith —

 *the word of faith (the Gospel) that we proclaim is both in your 

      heart and in your mouth (10:8)— you believe it AND you are 

      not ashamed of it…your life is now defined by it!
