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“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’ 3 So he told them this parable:”
                Luke 15:1-3
What do you think of when you hear the word “lost”?

  *if you are saturated by contemporary entertainment culture you 

       may think of the TV series – LOST
  *if you’re like me, you’re at that stage in life where almost on a 

        daily basis you’re looking for the latest thing you’ve lost 

  *maybe— the word ‘lost’ makes you think about Jesus—

     “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”   Luke 19:10
    =note the parallel between Luke 19:7 – “they” grumbled about 

          Jesus being the guest of ‘a man who is a sinner’ – and 

          Luke 15:2 – : ‘the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, 
                              saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.
   =and note what Jesus says in Luke 19:10 about His purpose in 

        coming— ‘to seek and to save the lost.’ – and what He says in 

        Luke 15 as He tells the same purpose but in a different 

        format

Jesus does 2 things here in these 3 parables—

   *He clarifies His purpose for coming to these religious 

           hypocrites— He is essentially telling them, ‘Look, I hang 

           out with “these” people because I have come to seek and 

           to save “the lost”

   *He confirms our problem – we are ‘lost’ 
  “I once was lost, but now I’m found

     ‘Twas blind but now I see.”       John Newton
The Context that Provokes the “Lost” Parables
“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’ 3 So he told them this parable:”






      Luke 15:1-3a

=the REAL problem is NOT who He is hanging out with…the 

      REAL problem is that other group mentioned here and their 

      failure to see their need . . . their ‘lostness’

    Jesus spent time with sinners but He didn’t sin with sinners!
   -their conduct reveals something significant about them

   -something that explains WHY Jesus relates these 3 parables
   -and that is the necessity of understanding human lostness

The Language of Lost in Luke 15
Luke 15:4, 6b     Luke 15:8-9     Luke 15:32
“Lost” – apollumi –“to destroy or kill”  [mid. ‘to be lost, to 
       perish’], to “completely destroy” or to “ruin” 
   --in a physical sense [Matthew 2:13, Matthew 8:23-25]
   --lost in a spiritual sense (which is the point Jesus is making)
           Matthew 10:5-7      2 Corinthians 4:3-4      2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 

(to be “lost” in a spiritual sense is the antithesis to being saved

     [but what does that mean?]

   -to not “know” the good news about Jesus Christ
   -to not possess eternal life

   -to be spiritually dead

   -to be alienated from God (Ephesians 2:18)
   -to not love the Truth . . . to refuse the Truth

The man who is lost rejects God as He has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ.
Another thing highlighted in all 3—

  -God’s grace in searching for and finding lost sinners
  -God’s grace in receiving repentant sinners
  -God is not passive . . . He is actively engaged in “looking for 

        His lost sheep . . . His wayward sons”

