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“‘What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.’”                Luke 15:4-7
Luke 15— Jesus actually tells a series of 3 ‘parables’ centered on this theme of ‘lostness’— lost sheep, coin, son(s)
  -to show a group of grumbling Pharisees and Scribes WHY He    

      made the choice to hang out with “tax collectors and sinners”

What do you do (what can you do) when you are physically lost?

   *you can wander aimlessly hoping you “find” your way

   *stay put where you are and hope someone ‘finds’ you

        (the key here: Is someone looking for you?

“So then, what could be worse than being lost? What is worse than the unnecessary ache and hopelessness of being disconnected from a pursuing Creator who lovingly fashioned us incomplete without him? This: being lost when no one on earth is looking for you . . . Being lost and yet valued enough to be sought after tends to inspire spiritual expectation. Yet, the sad reality is that most of the population of North America is spiritually lost, with absolutely no one looking for them.”       -Jeff Christopherson
Searching for Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7)
Not only is God Israel’s ‘Great Shepherd’— the spiritual leaders of Israel were pictured as under shepherds of the Great Shepherd!

      “‘Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!’ 
          declares the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
          concerning the shepherds who care for my people: ‘You have scattered 
          my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to 
          them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares 
          the Lord.’”                    Jeremiah 23:1-2 

     Ezekiel is even harsher— 34:1-6
The Shepherd’s Quest

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?”                             Luke 15:4 
“As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. . .  15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed…”                 Ezekiel 34:12, 15-16

The Shepherd’s Burden

“And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.”







Luke 15:5
“All we like sheep have gone astray;
    we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all . . . he poured out his soul to death
    and was numbered with the transgressors;
    yet he bore the sin of many…”       Isaiah 53:6, 12

(the Shepherd bore the weight of His sheep to bring them home!

The Shepherd’s Celebration    Luke 15:5b-7
=according to Jesus, heaven rejoices when a lost sinner is ‘found’

=just as a shepherd rejoices to find a lost sheep— Jesus is telling 
       us here that God rejoices over sinners who repent

