
M.B.C. NOTES
LUKE
Part 118: What’s Your Excuse?  
Luke 14:15-24
Wednesday, November 18, 2020

“But he said to him, ‘A man once gave a great banquet and invited many.
17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses.’”                                    Luke 14:16-18
Parable 1: An Invitation to the Invited— Cultivate Humility
Parable 2: An Invitation to the Host— Demonstrate Generosity
Jesus has said some very controversial things . . . He has implied 
    some very confrontational points in these 2 parables

As He finishes this 2nd parable, Jesus is interrupted . . . 

   “When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, 
     he said to him, ‘Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom 
     of God!’”                    Luke 14:15
Parable 3: An Invitation to All— Make the Kingdom Your Priority
An Important Cultural Procedure— (vv. 16-17)
“But he said to him, ‘A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’  (vv. 16-17)
 -in Jesus’ culture, 2 invitations were sent out to wedding parties 
  *invitation 1 – sent days in advance to indicate the date and time 
         it was going to be given
  *invitation 2 –  hand delivered on the wedding day 
        ‘It’s time! The party is about to begin. Come now.’    
-with this 2nd invitation, issued the day of the feast, those who 

        had committed to come were duty bound to attend!  
  (this parable is about God’s salvation (the Kingdom)
  (the promises of the OT are this 1st invitation (the ‘many’ 

            invited were primarily the people of Israel)

  (now it was time for them to receive the 2nd invitation— 

          Jesus is the 2nd invitation . . . He is telling them in this   

          parable that the Kingdom is here…It’s time…come now!

An Unacceptable Human Problem— (vv. 18-20  
“But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’
19And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’”                  Luke 14:18-20 
-in Jesus’ story, when the time comes, the excuses come! 
-in that culture— to accept the 1st invitation and then decline the 

      2nd invitation was simply an unconscionable insult
 The ingrained human problem— an inability to prioritize God!

   =excuse 1 (real estate) and excuse 2 (I bought a cow) were about 

        material possessions
   =excuse 3 (I got married) was about human affection

   =together these 3 excuses cover virtually every excuse we use to 

         express our ‘kingdom regrets’ (sorry, I have other priorities)
=excuses are just that— excuses!

=the real problem— they didn’t want to go!

An Unimaginable Kingdom Pivot (vv. 21-24)

=here comes the twist— a new round of invitations went out— 

    *He sent invitations to the ‘socially unacceptable’ (21)

    *He sent invitations to the ‘religiously reprehensible’ (v. 23)—    

         -‘the highways and hedges’ is a reference to the Gentiles

Revelation 19:6-9
What’s Jesus saying in this passage?
=Jesus is saying that being overly concerned with this world can 
      keep you from the party!

