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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 128: The Real Problem Behind Unbelief
Romans 10:16-21
March 7, 2021
“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!’ 16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.’”                       Romans 10:14-17 
“There is one great theme in the Bible. That theme never varies from beginning to end. The Scriptures present the Lord Messiah through every event, type, paragraph, chapter, and verse. Christ is in and through it all . . . All of it speaks of Christ, whether it is the story of Noah’s ark or the construction of the tabernacle in the wilderness or the messianic prophecies of Isaiah. The whole Bible either points to Christ in His first coming or to Christ in His second coming. The entire Bible presents Jesus our Savior.”                                                W.A. Criswell

   ‘No word spoken for God ever falls to the ground. Somehow, some way, in areas of life that we don’t understand and don’t know, God blesses it in His good purpose, in His electing choice, and in His heavenly time...’            W.A. Criswell
Romans 10— Paul places before us an absolute proposition— 
   *there is ultimate authority—

   *there is absolute truth— 

   *there is a universal gospel—

Why do people fail to believe the Gospel?
The Diagnostic Questions (Romans 10:14-15a)
4 questions designed to diagnose the issue of unbelief— is it an issue of believing, hearing, preaching, or sending?
*answering the 4th question—How can they preach unless sent?

“And how are they to preach unless they are sent?...”     Rom 10:15a
*answering the 3rd question— Do we have a preaching problem?

“And how are they to hear without someone preaching? . . . 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?’”                              Romans 10:14c, 16 
 =Paul is quoting Isaiah 53:1— Isaiah said, ‘I proclaimed it and 
        nobody listened to me’ . . . so it wasn't that the preachers had 
        failed. The message was delivered—
It’s not a sending problem
It’s not a preaching problem— [although we do have one today!]

God is still calling men to preach the Word— 

   -but beware the counterfeits that come from within the church!

   -Acts 20:29ff

*answering the 2nd question— do we have a hearing problem?

“…And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?...

 18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for

      ‘Their voice has gone out to all the earth,
          and their words to the ends of the world.’”        (v. 14b, 18)
=the Problem:  they didn't heed the good news
=in Romans 10:18, Paul quotes Psalm 19:4 as his proof—

    (POINT:  the Jews have had every opportunity to hear the 
               message of the Gospel and respond to it—

*answering the 1st question—do we have a believing problem?

“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? . . . 
                                                                                                                                Romans 10:14a 
 =the problem is not that Israel did not understand it… they did or 
     at least should have
 -basically, Paul is saying that all of the Scripture testifies that the 

      Gospel (good news) of God should have been understood!
 -as a matter of fact, it was made so clear, that even the Gentiles 
      understood it. 
 -not an intellectual problem . . . but a heart problem 
       “But of Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out my hands to a  
       disobedient and contrary people.’                       Romans 10:21 
 Never underestimate the impact of moral depravity!   
And Furthermore . . . 
A group discussion for The Real Problem Behind Unbelief
March 7, 2021 
In Romans 10, Paul builds his case to show that Israel’s failure to believe is her own fault? His ‘proof’ includes ‘stumbling over the stumbling stone’ (9:32-33), seeking to ‘establish their own righteousness’ (10:1-3), and misunderstanding the purpose of the law of God. What do these ‘proofs’ really point to? [Think in terms of authority]

I began this morning with a reference to W.A. Criswell’s classic, Why I Preach That the Bible Is Literally True. The venerable Pastor writes of the Bible—

    ‘All of it speaks of Christ, whether it is the story of Noah’s ark 

      or the construction of the tabernacle in the wilderness or the 

      messianic prophecies of Isaiah. The whole Bible either 
      points to Christ in His first coming or to Christ in His 
      second coming. The entire Bible presents Jesus our Savior.’
What is he telling you and why does it matter?

What is the purpose of preaching? Does the American church have a preaching problem today?

Why do people not believe the Gospel?

Explain Paul’s statement—

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”
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