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“I ask, then, has God rejected his people?”                  
                                                             Romans 11:1a 
History isn’t primarily about names/places/dates . . . it’s about 

Meaning and purpose; it’s about why we are and what it means!
Romans 9 - 11 deal with a Christian philosophy of history! 

  =these 3 chapters answer the question— ‘what in the world is 

       God doing?’ or more precisely— ‘what is God doing in 

       world history?’

‘What about Israel?’ Paul’s answer is multi-faceted . . .
*Romans 9 – has to do with the sovereignty of God 
*Romans 10 – has to do with man's responsibility 
     “Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, ‘I have been found by those who did not 
        seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.’ 21 But of 
        Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient 
        and contrary people.’”                                  Romans 10:20-21 
       -an interesting word that Paul uses in v. 21 for ‘disobedience’    

       -the word implies that it was not that they ‘could not be 
            persuaded…but rather they would not be persuaded
The history if Israel IS part of your history as a Christian!

The history of Israel is the story of redemptive history— this is history that gives your life meaning!!!
   “What is the ultimate significance of history? Is history merely the 
      result of chance or inexorable Fate, or is it a divine drama with a 
      plot, a plan, or a goal? Is there a hidden master Dramatist? These 
      questions are significant and vitally related to human life and 
      destiny, to our highest hopes and deepest fears. For if there is no 
      purpose, how can we do anything but despair?”     
                                 -John Newport, Life’s Ultimate Questions
Has God rejected Israel – has He abandoned His ancient people?     

The Necessary (Logical) Question

“Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, ‘I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.’ 21 But of Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.’ 11:1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people?”    

                                                                              Romans 10:20 - 11:1a
=the logical (necessary) question to ask—

  -Did God then reject Israel? 
   -Has He kicked Israel to the curb?
   -if God rejected Israel, could He then reject the church? 
The Emphatic (Loaded) Answer  

“By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew...”                         Romans 11:1b-2
=the answer is emphatic— absolutely not!
=the answer is ‘loaded’— there is a remnant chosen by grace

*Evidence 1 – the proof of Paul

      “By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
        member of the tribe of Benjamin.”                    Romans 11:1 
POINT:  Paul is saying, my pedigree is impeccable – I am a Jew 
        of Jews, and yet, I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
        Messiah . . . I am living proof, exhibit A, that God has not 
         rejected His people.
 I Timothy 1:12-16 

*Evidence 2 – the proof of the Past

“Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel?”                                           Romans 11:2
=His people whom He foreknew – those He “loved” (set His 
      affection on)
       “Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O people of Israel, 
         against the whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt: 2 ‘You 
         only have I known of all the families of the earth;’”         Amos 3:1-2
 =I have kept for Myself [emphasizes God's grace that has kept 
         them… not something special in them or about them] 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Has God Rejected His People
March 14, 2021 
So tell me, why did the Jews reject Jesus (according to Paul in Romans 9, 10, and 11)?

Paul says in Verse 2, "God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew." What does he mean? Who does ‘his people’ refer to? What does ‘foreknew’ mean? Look at Romans 11:2 in light of Romans 11:28-29.

History is about God making Himself known. But the decisive events for understanding God in history have already happened.  What are those events?

Why does history matter? What’s the difference between ‘scientific history’ (the facts of history) and ‘speculative history’ (philosophy of history)? Illustrate with the Bible.

   [Hint:  Jesus Christ is the center of the story. He's the most 
           important character and the clearest revelation of God. The 
           Bible is the record and the interpretation of the decisive 
           events of history with Jesus at the center]

Is God finished with the people called Israel? Can you defend your answer?
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