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“God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? 3 ‘Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.’ 4 But what is God's reply to him? ‘I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.”                                                                 Romans 11:2-6 
“. . .we must begin by making a distinction between ‘history’ and ‘the past.’ Most average people think that those two terms are synonymous. They are not. The past is the past— a record of events that occurred in bygone eras. The past is dates, facts, and things that ‘happened.’ The past is what probably turned many of us off to the subject of history during our school years . . . History is an exciting act of interpretation
— taking the facts of the past and weaving them onto a compelling narrative . . . we use narratives to make sense of our world. It is how we bring order to our human experiences…”       

                                             John Fea, Why Study History
   “All of history - including what is happening all around us - is a 
     canvas being painted by an infinitely glorious and very mysterious 
     Artist. And the point of the painting is the revelation of his glory – 
     including all the pain and all the horror and all the injustice as a 
     backdrop for God's holy wrath and unimpeachable justice and 
     sovereign grace.”             John Piper
  “The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 
   people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he 
   will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; 
   and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

                                                                                    Acts 17:30-31
Romans 9— Israel’s Failure and God’s Sovereignty

Romans 10— Israel’s Fault and their Responsibility

Romans 11— Israel’s Future and God’s Saving Purpose   
The Necessary (Logical) Question (10:20 – 11:1)
The Emphatic (Loaded) Answer  

“By no means . . . 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.” 
Paul supports his answer with 2 lines of evidence—

*Evidence 1 – the proof of Paul

*Evidence 2 – the precedent of the Past

“God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel?  

                                                                               Romans 11:2
What Paul is doing here in vv. 2-5

  -he restates (and reaffirms) his dogmatic answer in v. 2—

     “God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.”
  -God “loved” before hand – He set His affection on
          a people (the descendants of Abraham known as Israel) 

  -but then the question becomes—

    *is this a reference to the ‘Israel within Israel’ (the elect)

    *or, is Paul referring to Israel as a whole— corporate Israel

     =2 things help us get this right— a prophet and context

  *the prophet Amos helps us—

     “Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O people of Israel,   

          against the whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt: 
     2  ‘You only have I known of all the families of the earth;
         therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.’”         Amos 3:1-2
  *the context of this 3rd argument and Rom 11:28-29 
         verify this—

         “As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as 
            regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their 
            forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are 
            irrevocable.”      Romans 11:28-29 

Israel’s unbelief actually resulted in the Gospel going global!!

(that’s history!!!
     
(Paul introduces the idea of ‘the remnant’ into his argument

      as evidence of the redemptive strategy (providence) of God…
(the ‘remnant’ is found 62 times in the OT; but only 3 in the NT
     -Acts 15:17   -Romans 9:27-29    -Romans 11:5
(The ‘remnant’ isn’t an anomaly with God, it’s the standard! 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for A Remnant Chosen by Grace
March 21, 2021 

In calling men and women to salvation by grace through faith in Christ, we are calling them to the God who is the God of Israel.
Why is it important to know that the God of Israel has not abandoned His covenant people, Israel? Why is it important for us to know that God keeps His promises? Give Biblical support for Israel’s certain future (check out Jeremiah 31:35-37) 
The illustration of Elijah highlights the concept of the remnant. What is a remnant? How is the idea of a remnant consistently used in the Old Testament? How is it used in the New Testament? Read the three references to a remnant in the New Testament— Acts 15:16-17 (keep in mind the importance of the context of the Jerusalem Council), Romans 9:27-28, and Romans 11:2-5. Discuss the way it is used in each passage and draw an ultimate conclusion about ‘the remnant.’
Do you ever look at the world and wonder if God has allowed the church to go the way of Israel? Does the ‘state of the church’ ever concern you? John Calvin has observed—

“Let this truth remain fixed in our hearts, that the church, which may not appear as anything to our sight, is nourished by the secret providence of God, accessible to Himself but concealed from us, by which He wonderfully preserves His elect, even when all seems lost.” Spend a few minutes thinking about and discussing the parallels of ancient Israel and the modern church.
What is the significance of God’s description to Elijah of the remnant as ‘kept for Myself’? Reflect on Paul’s words to Timothy
      “God has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according 
        to our works but according to His own purpose and grace, which 
        was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began and is just 
        now being made manifest.”          2 Timothy 1:9
