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“In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, since otherwise grace is no longer grace.”
                                                                               Romans 11:5-6 
‘When we’ve been there 10,000 years, bright shining as the sun

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun.’
“Not content with running the broad way myself, I was indefatigable in enticing others; and, had my influence been equal to my wishes, I would have carried all the human race with me. I had the ambition of a Caesar or an Alexander, and wanted to rank in wickedness among the foremost of the human race.”
                 John Newton

“(Newton) had been a ringleader in sin before he became a 
  leader in the army of the Redeemed . . . no man in his senses   

  would venture to assert that there was anything in Newton why 

  he would engross the regard of the Most High.”    -C. Spurgeon 

Romans 11:5-6  is as blunt and to the point as it gets—

  (either God saves (He chooses) by grace or He doesn’t

  (it’s either all grace or it’s not grace at all

  (and it has always been that way!

Salvation is by Grace Alone…Period

“. . . a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, since otherwise grace is no longer grace.”






Romans 11:5-6
   (do not confuse grace and works with regard to salvation
   (grace is neither tied to nor contingent on anything you do 

   (Salvation is by grace alone – it is not caused or triggered by 
          something in us or something that we do
There are 2 realities not to be missed in this absolute principle— 
*to mix works and grace as the foundation of salvation is to 
        misunderstand the necessity of divine favor—

*to mix works and grace is to miss the perfection of Christ's work      

Salvation is from God Alone
“What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it . . .”                                        Romans 11:7a
=God's grace is the sole source of the salvation of believers
  -Paul does something interesting here—

  -he does NOT emphasize the difference between unbelieving 
      Israel and believing Israel {between Jewish Christians and 
      Jews who have rejected Christ as being found in their faith… 

           “What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were 
              chosen obtained it.” 
   (his emphasis is NOT those who believe are saved…but those 

         who were chosen are saved 

        -he’s not contrasting ‘works and faith’ but ‘works and grace’
   (Paul is locating the source of the salvation of believing Israel 
         in the choice of God.
Paul could not be clearer — Salvation is from God alone!

   =it is not my faith and my repentance that bring God's grace, or 
         secure God's grace for me—

   =my desire to believe and to repent are the result of [the fruit 

         of] God’s prior grace towards me
Salvation is for God’s Glory
      “…our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, 
        wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these 
        things, in which there are some things that are hard to understand, 
        which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of 
        the Scriptures, to their own destruction.”       2 Peter 3:15-16

“To know Him, is the shortest description of true grace; to know Him better, is the surest mark of growth in grace; to know Him perfectly, is eternal life.”                       John Newton
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for No Less Days to Sing God’s Praise 
March 28, 2021 

What is grace? How would you define it? How would you describe it? Consider John Newton’s understanding of grace in the words, ‘Amazing grace how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me’ and in his definition of grace in the words, “To know Him, is the shortest description of true grace; to know Him better, is the surest mark of growth in grace; to know Him perfectly, is eternal life.”
In Romans 11:6 Paul asserts that if salvation is in any way accomplished by works then there is no reason to talk about grace— grace and works are mutually exclusive. Why must this be true? Can you see how Paul’s personal life (testimony) confirms this? From what you heard me say about John Newton’s life this morning can you see why he was so convinced of the role of grace in changing his life? What about you . . .are you a trophy of grace?

Do you find Paul’s teaching here to be difficult? How does Romans 11 (and 9 and 10 for that matter) reflect Peter’s warning about Paul in 2 Peter 3:15-16?

If I understand what Paul has said in Romans 11:5-6 what should be my reaction? Let me suggest a few for you to discuss—
   *I should be humbled (why is grace so humbling?)

   *I should be moved to pray with boldness and confidence that 
          God would save the most hardened unbeliever 

   *I should be motivated to share the Gospel with everyone
          [this may seem counterintuitive but it is not since it is the   

             Gospel that God has ordained as the conduit of grace!] 

   *I should sing His praise and exult in the ‘Lord of Grace’ 
