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“And he said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. “

                                                                                         Luke 15:11-13
 Prodigal – from prodigere – to drive away, to squander

     -the word means “given to reckless extravagance” or 
              ‘unrestrained spending’; lavish; profusely liberal
     -we’ve created an idiom: a rebellious child who is running 
            from God  
“We have read this chapter together many times; possibly some of us have read it hundreds of times; yet whenever we read it, we always find something fresh in it. It is ever bright and sparkling, full of diamonds and other precious gems of truth . . . The parable is a very familiar one, yet it is so full of sacred meaning that it always has some fresh lesson for us.”     C.H. Spurgeon

The Cast of Characters—Two Sons, Two People
“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’ 3 So he told them this parable…”






Luke 15:1-3  
    *the younger son – the tax collectors and sinners

    *the older son – the grouchy, angry Pharisees and scribes

BOTH sons are lost . . . both groups are equally separated from God—  both the religious moralist and the irreligious self-actualizer . . . guess which one this last story is aimed at?

  This parable of the two sons takes an extended look a the soul of 

  the elder brother and climaxes with a powerful plea for him to 

  change his heart— this is a plea to Pharisee, the lost moralist, 

  the religious, the self-righteous! 
The Shocking Request

12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them.”                         Luke 15:12 
=an inheritance was given upon the death of a father—
   -to make this request was to see your father as dead . . . his 

      request was the equivalent of saying, ‘I wish you were dead’
   -am in this relationship for what I can get from you!
=and the reply from the father is no less shocking—

The Predictable Results – Misery     Luke 15:13-16
“We have in these words a faithful portrait of the mind with which we are all born. This is our likeness. We are all naturally proud and self-willed. We have no pleasure in fellowship with God. We depart from Him and go afar off. We spend our time, and strength, and faculties, and affections, on things that cannot profit. The covetous man does it in one fashion; the slave of lusts and passions in another; the lover of pleasure in another. In one point only are all agreed. Like sheep, we all naturally ‘go astray, and turn everyone to his own way.’  In the younger son's first conduct we see the natural heart.”            
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The Road of Repentance

17But when he came to himself…’
     “For sin is insanity. He was out of his mind while he was 

        acting so foolishly:”                Spurgeon
Careful:

 *thinking is not repentance . . .but you do have to think

 *confession is not repentance . . .but confession is essential

 *repentance is when you get out of the pig pen and you come 

      home to your Father – repentance is coming to yourself and 

      then coming home to the Father!
  =when there is genuine repentance there will be humble 
       brokenness and a deep sense of unworthiness before God— 

