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“The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For
the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.’”              Luke 16:8-13
“The passage we have now read is a difficult one. There are knots in it which perhaps will never be untied, until the Lord comes again. We might reasonably expect that a book written by inspiration, as the Bible is, would contain things hard to be understood. The fault lies not in the book, but in our own feeble understandings. If we learn nothing else from the passage before us, let us learn humility.”              J.C. Ryle
=this particular parable— may very well be the most difficult of 
       Jesus’ parables

The Parameters (Circumstances) of the Story (vs 1-2)

=the intended target of the story—

   *His Disciples – “He also said to the disciples..,”
  *The Pharisees (religious leaders) – look at the end of the story

         “The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and 
             they ridiculed him.”                Luke 16:14 
=the specific subject of this parable (story) is “money”    

     (specifically the ‘love of money and the way we use it’)

The Parable Proper (vv. 1-8a)
The Master’s discovery (v. 1-2)
   =it becomes known to the master that this manager (steward) is 
        mismanaging his wealth (squandering it) 
   =‘wasting his possessions’ – ‘squander’ –  same word used to 
       describe the prodigal son in Luke 15:13 

   =when the news comes to him, he immediately fires him— but 
        before he leaves, the manager has to give an accounting 

        (to show how bad it was— how much he’d lost) 
The Manager’s dilemma (vv. 3-4)
The Manager’s solution (vv. 5-7)

 -what he is really doing is shirting his master and putting every-

      one who owes the master in his (the manager’s debt)
  -he has come up with a shrewd way to embezzle his master 
  -but he has done so in such a way that he secures the obligation 
      of all these people to himself 
The Master’ response (v. 8a)
Jesus’ Application (v. 8b – 13)

=Jesus’ point is this— if worldly people know how to employ 
      their money, resources, and creativity in order to secure their
       own interests, how much more should we (Believers) learn to 

     use our resources (money and time and creativity) for eternal 
      purposes!
Jesus wants you to—

*look at your use of money in light of eternal interests (v. 9)
*understand that your use of money might be a small matter, but    

    it’s not a trivial matter (v. 10)

*to know that the way you use your resources shows who you
     really worship (v. 11-13)

   (Jesus does not say that we should not serve both God and 
        mammon, but that we cannot serve both God and mammon.


